
 

We don't just hand out free curricula. We offer free training too!  
 
Clearly, access to higher education alone is not enough to provide educational opportunity to all when low-
income, first-generation college-going students are the least likely to graduate. Success in higher education is an 
issue for all students. Currently, only 38 percent of all first-time postsecondary students at two-year institutions 
and 65 percent of those at four-year institutions graduate within six years. However, the graduation rates are 
even worse for low-income, first-in-the-family college- students. Low-income students are less than half as likely 
to earn a bachelor’s degree as higher-income students.  

ECMC is pleased to provide nationally recognized curricula and facilitated trainings targeting student success in 
higher education. Each guide was created to provide tools to help educators increase the success rates of those 
students who are the most at risk for dropping out: first-in-the-family college students, those from low-income 
families, commuter students, and nontraditional age students. 

Highlights: 
• Facilitation by professional trainers 
• Highly interactive training environment 
• Printed and digital editions of the curricula for each participant 
• Innovative applications for curricula implementation 
• Experiential, game-based techniques for teaching fundamentals 

 
 
Curricula 
 
“Believing the College Dream” is for education professionals working with 4th through 8th grade students and 
their families by: 

• Showing them that going to college is within their grasp 
• Helping them believe in themselves and their ability to succeed in school 
• Teaching them how to identify people they can trust to support their journey in education 
• Giving family members’ and interested community members information, tools, and the college-bound 

attitude they need to support underserved students 
 
“Realizing the College Dream” helps educators increase college attendance among low-income, first-generation 
students with: 

• Hands-on activities and interactive workshops about planning and paying for college 
• Experiences that challenge students to see themselves in college 
• Eye-opening information about the economic value of a college education 

 
The “PERSIST” curricula is a toolkit for higher education professionals to help at-risk students navigate the varied 
aspects of the college experience: 

• Assess academic planning and classroom engagement practices 
• Evaluate institutional retention performance 

NATIONAL TRAININGS 
Free Comprehensive Guides for 

Success in Higher Education 



 

• Create programs that help students adjust to college life 
• Demystify paying for college 
• Career planning – building practical experience while in school 

 
ECMC provides all workshop materials at no cost to attendees or host organizations. For more information, visit 
https://www.ecmc.org/students/educator-resources.html or email nationaltrainings@ecmc.org.  
 
About the Training Team 
 

 
 

Abril Hunt 
Abril co-hosts Financial Awareness Basics, ECMC’s weekly podcast-style webinars. She 
is an outreach manager for schools in Oregon, Washington and Hawaii. Twenty years 
working with students and their families have helped form Abril’s practical approach 
to training. She is a featured speaker at Soledad O’Brien’s PowHERful™ Summits, 
NASFAA credentialed, and a Certified Educator in Personal Finance® through the 
Institute for Financial Literacy.  
 
In her spare time, Abril loves yoga, scuba diving and hanging with her four Catahoula 
Leopard Dogs. 
 

 Tom Bailey 
Along with Abril, Tom co-hosts Financial Awareness Basics, ECMC’s weekly financial 
literacy webinar. As an outreach manager, Tom provides training and support to 
schools in California, Colorado and New Mexico. Tom began his career in higher 
education in 1990 and has worked in the areas of education finance, enrollment 
management and financial literacy. Lifelong learning is important to Tom and he is 
currently studying organizational leadership at Brandman University. 
  
During his off hours, Tom enjoys hiking in Joshua Tree National Park several times a 
week, attending CrossFit classes or just hanging with his horse and two dogs at home.  
 

 Jenn Satalino 
Jenn is the director of ECMC’s The College Place-Oregon. In her role, she helps 
students, families and communities access education beyond high school. A former 
financial aid director, admissions director and college access network manager, Jenn 
is happiest when helping underserved students and families plan and pay for “college” 
(which she defines as any education or training after high school).  
 
When not participating in College Nights at high schools or presenting at conferences, 
Jenn enjoys being active and outdoors. Most of her time is spent trying to keep up 
with her two teenage daughters and laughing with their dad. 

 
 
About ECMC 
 
Established in 1994, Educational Credit Management Corporation (ECMC) is a nonprofit company that provides 
support for the administration of the Federal Family Education Loan Program as a student loan guaranty agency. 
In our guarantor role, ECMC sponsors programs to help students and families plan and pay for college. We work 
with schools and loan servicers to lower student loan default rates, promote financial literacy and provide 
resources to support student loan borrowers to successfully repay their loans. Visit www.ecmc.org. 
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