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Overview Why TRiO?
TRiO programs help low-income/fi rst-generation and disabled students achieve 
their dreams.

TRiO in Montana is working. 
In fact, when we compare Montana TRiO students to cohort groups of students 
from the same demographic (low-income, fi rst-generation, and/or disabled), the 
students receiving TRiO services are more likely  to enroll and graduate from a 
postsecondary education program.

The Numbers....
National
Average*

MT TRiO
Student

% of low-income High School graduates enrolling in 
postsecondary education

25% 84%

% of students completing postsecondary education 
within 6 years

5% 47%

* Statistics based on students coming from families with income less than $35,000
Data Source:  Postsecondary Education Opportunity

What is TRiO?
TRiO equals educational opportunity for low-income and disabled Americans.

Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational opportunity for 
all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance.

In support of this commitment, Congress established a series of programs to help 
low-income Americans enter college, graduate, and move on to participate more 
fully in America’s economic and social life. These programs are funded under 
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRiO 
programs . While student fi nancial aid programs help students overcome 
fi nancial barriers to higher education, TRiO programs help students overcome 
class, social, and cultural barriers to higher education.

The Federal TRiO Programs
•  Upward Bound 
•  Educational Talent Search 
•  Educational Opportunity Centers
•  Upward Bound Math & Science
•  Veterans’ Upward Bound
•  Student Support Services
•  Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement

Although the name “TRiO” initially came into use after the fi rst three programs 
were authorized under the Higher Education Act, there are currently eight 
distinct programs that comprise the federal TRiO programs, seven of which 
provide services to students and an eighth that provides training to the TRiO 
program staff that serve the students. Each plays a unique role in providing 
educational opportunity for eligible students. 

Overview

Overview
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Emerged out of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 in response to the 
administration’s “War on Poverty.”

Goal
The goal of Upward Bound is to increase the rates at which participants enroll in 
and graduate from institutions of postsecondary education.
Classic Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and 
high school students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor’s 
degree.

Services
•  Instruction in math, laboratory science, composition, literature, and foreign
 language
•  Instruction in reading, writing, study skills, and other subjects necessary for 
 success in education beyond high school
•  Academic, fi nancial, and personal counseling
•  Exposure to academic programs and cultural events
•  Tutorial services
•  Mentoring programs
•  Information on postsecondary education opportunities
•  Assistance in completing college entrance and fi nancial aid applications
•  Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams
•  Work study positions to expose participants to careers requiring a
 postsecondary degree

Montana Information
•  6 Programs
 -  Flathead Valley Community College
 -  University of Montana 
 -  Montana Tech of the University of Montana
 -  Fort Belknap College
 -  MSU-Billings
 -  Salish Kootenai College

•  Funded to serve 406 students

A Success Story - Paige Anderson

Paige Anderson is a senior from Hot Springs High School, 
a small, rural school on the western edge of the Flathead 
Indian Reservation in western Montana.  She will be the 
2005 valedictorian for her class with a 4.0 GPA.
Paige was recently accepted into Dartmouth College for 
fall 2005, where she plans to study psychology.  She may 
be the fi rst Hot Springs graduate ever to attend this 
prestigious institution.  Paige has been an active 
participant in Salish Kootenai College Upward Bound 
since the summer before her freshman year of high school, 
taking part in both the summer and school year 

components.  Through the Upward Bound work-study program, Paige worked in 
the radiology department at a local hospital during the summer of 2004.  Paige is 
defi nitely one of our shining stars!
Paige says, “Upward Bound has given me more than I could have ever 
imagined.  I’ve made great memories and friendships to last a lifetime. 
From visiting college campuses, I now know more of what to expect in college.  
They’ve taken me to explore college campuses from San Francisco to 
Minneapolis.  Upward Bound helped ease the burdens of getting into college; 
my SATs, ACTs, and college applications have been paid for by the program.  
Weekly tutoring has helped me make it through some of my tougher classes 
successfully.  Upward Bound does everything in its power to ensure that you 
further your education after high school.  I am so grateful to have been a part 
of this program.”

Montana Outcomes 2004
Number of students served 453

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 77%

Yearly retention rate in project 88%

Postsecondary education placement rate within 1st year 87%

Matriculation and graduation

  % of 1998 grads that graduated from a program of PSE 53%

  % of 1998 grads still enrolled in PSE program 22%
(2003-2004 Report Data - 5 of 6 programs reporting)

Upward BoundUpward Bound

Upward Bound
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The second outreach program, was created as part of the Higher Education Act of 
1965.

Goal
The goal of Educational Talent Search (ETS) is to increase the number of youth, 
6th-12th grade, from disadvantaged backgrounds who complete high school and 
enroll in the postsecondary education institution of their choice.

Educational Talent Search also serves high school dropouts, to age 27, by 
encouraging them to re-enter the educational system and complete their 
education. 

Services
•  Academic, fi nancial, career, or personal counseling including advice on entry or
  re-entry to secondary or postsecondary programs 
•  Career exploration and aptitude assessment 
•  Tutorial services 
•  Information on postsecondary education 
•  Exposure to college campuses 
•  Information on student fi nancial assistance 
•  Assistance in completing college admissions and fi nancial aid applications 
•  Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams 
•  Mentoring programs 
•  Special activities for sixth, seventh, and eighth graders 
•  Workshops for the families of participants 

Montana Information
•  3 Programs 
 -  MSU-Billings
 -  Offi ce of the Commissioner of Higher Education - Helena
 -  Fort Belknap Education Department

•  Funded to serve 2,850 students

A Success Story - Andrea Albin
Andrea Albin is currently attending the University of North 
Carolina in Charlotte.  Upon entering the Educational 
Talent Search program at MSU-Billings in the spring of 
her sophomore year, Andrea’s biggest dream was to go to 
college.  Despite coming from a low-income/fi rst-genera-
tion household and working part time to help support her 
family, Andrea maintained a 3.45 cumulative GPA and was 
highly committed in school activities and her community.  
Two of her favorite activities included being a writer and 
editor for the school newspaper and managing the boy’s 
varsity basketball team.  These two particular activities 

sparked Andrea’s current major and minor in college, English and Sports 
Marketing.  
Andrea says, “I do not think I would be where I am without Educational Talent 
Search. By working with Michelle and the other staff members I was able to 
choose the right college for me, obtain a number of scholarships, and 
receive the fullest amount of fi nancial aid possible through my institution. 
Although I am here in North Carolina attending UNC, I still have access to 
resources and assistance through the program. It’s nice to know that someone 
is there for you when you need them the most- during those crucial years of 
high school and college. Educational Talent Search meant success in my life. 
Without them, who knows where I would be right now. I highly recommend the 
program and extend my thanks to all those I have met along the way- you’re the 
greatest!”

Montana Outcomes 2004
Number of students served 2,734

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 71%

Yearly retention rate in project 94%

Postsecondary education placement rate within 1st year 54%

% of seniors earning High School diploma or GED at year end 96%
  (2003-2004 Report Data)

Educational Talent SearchEducational Talent Search

Educational Talent Search
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The Higher Education Amendments of 1972 added this fourth program to the 
TRiO group.

Goal
The goal of the Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) is to increase the number 
of adult participants who enroll in postsecondary education institutions. An 
important objective of EOC is to counsel participants on fi nancial aid options and 
to assist in the application process. 

Services
•  Academic advising 
•  Personal counseling 
•  Career workshops 
•  Information on postsecondary educational opportunities 
•  Information on student fi nancial assistance 
•  Tutoring 
•  Mentoring
•  Assistance in completing applications for college admissions, testing and
 fi nancial aid 
•  Coordination with nearby postsecondary institutions 
•  Media activities designed to involve and acquaint the community with higher
 education opportunities 

Montana Information
•  11 outreach sites administered by Montana State University-Northern 
 -  Browning -  Billings -  Butte
 -  Wolf Point -  Helena -  Pablo
 -  Great Falls -  Kalispell -  Havre
 -  Rocky Boy -  Fort Peck

•  Funded to serve 2,800 students

A Success Story - Clair Killebrew
Clair Killebrew is currently an Educational Opportunity 
Center client at the program’s Billings branch offi ce.  
Clair’s son encouraged her to contact the EOC coordina-
tor, Michelle Gasek, for guidance in returning to school. 
“With the death of my husband, I decided that I would 
follow my dream to become a nurse and work in the 
health care fi eld, but my agricultural background and 
work experience in the public sector was not enough 
foundation for me.”  
In her fi rst visit to the EOC offi ce, she found  that the 
advice, counseling, and mentoring was just what she was 

looking for to help her in her quest. 
“Through my experience with this program, I have gained the confi dence 
necessary for a 48 year old widow to pursue the Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) program at MSU-Billings.  Michelle has been there to support me and 
can always answer my questions.” 

Montana Outcomes 2004
Number of students served 3,281

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 82%

% of secondary school drop outs re-entered secondary education 81%

% of high school grads or GED recipients enrolling in a program of 
postsecondary education

69%

% of secondary school stopouts re-entered secondary education 78%
  (2003-2004 Report Data)

Educational Opportunity CentersEducational Opportunity Centers

Educational Opportunity Centers
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Created in 1990 to address the nations need for specifi c instruction in the fi elds of 
math and science.

Goal
The goal of Math/Science Upward Bound (MSUB) is designed to help students 
recognize and develop their potential to excel in math and science and to 
encourage them to pursue postsecondary degrees in these fi elds.

This program is a specialized Upward Bound with math and science centers, 
designed to strengthen the math and science skills of participating students. 

Services
•  Summer programs consisting of intensive math and science training 
•  Year-round counseling and advisement 
•  Exposure to university faculty who do research in math and science 
•  Computer training 
•  Participant-conducted scientifi c research under the guidance of a faculty
 member or graduate student serving as the participant’s mentor

Montana Information
•  2 Programs 
 -  University Montana - Western
 -  MSU-Northern (Veterans’)

•  Funded to serve 100 students

A Success Story - Katie Michel
Katie Michel is currently a high school senior in the 
isolated rural town of  Scobey, Montana.  She has been 
accepted to the University of Notre Dame for the fall of 
2005 and can’t wait to dig in!
“Last summer, I took this risk despite the reactions and 
advice of others.  What I learned was irreplaceable; it 
taught me who I really am and what I want to accom-
plish in life. I realized [MSUB] was a unique program, 
and the more I learned, the more anxious I was to 
apply and before I knew it, I was driving off to a campus 
over 600 miles from home where I knew no one. The six 

weeks were the best of my life.  I was able to study microbial thermal life in 
Yellowstone as well as take classes in a true college environment.  I had the 
opportunity to rock climb, tour historical cities, camp, and hike.  I tried new 
things almost daily and found myself thriving in a foreign atmosphere.  Aside 
from the captivating academics and exciting activities, I realized the type of 
college setting I want, as well as making other decisions about my future.  
Last summer, I risked my comfort, my friendships, and my summer for an 
opportunity I knew nothing about.  I learned it is okay to be the “smart kid” who 
strives for more than her small town and defi es what other people think is 
normal or fun.  I am grateful everyday that I took the risk to attend Upward 
Bound because the things I have gained are priceless and I truly believe I would 
not have obtained them without taking such a risk.”

Montana Outcomes for MSUB 2004
Number of students served 91

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 74%

Yearly retention rate in project 84%

PSE placement rate within 1st year 69%
  (2003-2004 Report Data)

Math/Science Upward BoundMath/Science Upward Bound

Math/Science Upward Bound
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This program became a new component of Upward Bound in 1972 to meet the 
educational needs of military veterans.

Goal
The goal of Veterans’ Upward Bound is to increase the rates at which participants 
enroll in and graduate from institutions of postsecondary education.

Veterans’ UB serves low-income, fi rst-generation military veterans who are 
preparing to enter postsecondary education. 

Services
•  Intensive basic skills development in those academic subjects required for
 successful completion of a high school equivalency program and admission to
 PSE programs
•  Short-term remedial or refresher classes for veterans who are high school
 graduates but have delayed pursuing a PSE education
•  Academic, fi nancial, and personal counseling
•  Exposure to academic programs and cultural events 
•  Tutorial services 
•  Information on postsecondary education opportunities 
•  Assistance in completing college entrance and fi nancial aid applications 
•  Assistance in preparing for college entrance exams 
•  Assistance in securing veterans services from other locally available resources 

Montana Information
•  1 Program 
 -  MSU-Northern - based at MSU-Billings

•  Funded to serve 120 students

A Success Story - Jennifer Rein
Jennifer Rein, a native of Laurel, Montana enlisted in the 
United States Army in 2001.  She served in Iraq and was 
honorably discharged in August 2003.  Jennifer enrolled 
in the Veterans Upward Bound College Transition 
Program on the Montana State University Billings 
campus during the Spring 04 semester.  Following 
completion of VUB, she enrolled in the summer 04 
Veterans Upward Bound Math-Science program to 
strengthen her math and science skills to pursue her 
educational goal of enrolling in the fi rst radiology tech 
program offered at Montana State University-Billings 
College of Technology.

She completed her Fall semester earning 13 credits in math and science with a 
grade point average of 3.9.  This past spring semester, Jennifer was notifi ed on 
her selection to the fi rst cohort class of radiology techs.   In addition to her 
studies, she serves on the student advisory board for the college’s Career Services 
and is a work-study student with the Montana Department of Veterans Affairs.
Jennifer is just one example of veterans who have benefi ted from the services 
provided by the TRIO’s Veterans’ Upward Bound and Veterans’ Math-Science 
projects in Montana.

Montana Outcomes 2004
Number of students served 120

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 73%

Yearly retention rate in project 91%

Postsecondary education placement rate within 1st year 66%

Matriculation and graduation

  % of 1998 grads that graduated from a program of PSE 11%

  % of 1998 grads still enrolled in PSE program 55%
(2003-2004 Report Data)

Veterans’ Upward BoundVeterans’ Upward Bound

Veterans’ Upward Bound
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This program was authorized by the Higher Educational Amendments in 1968 
and became the third TRiO program.

Goal
The goal of SSS is to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants and facilitate the process of transition from one level of higher 
education to the next, particularly from 2-year degree programs to 4-year degree 
programs.

Student Support Services (SSS) may also provide grant aid to current SSS 
participants who are receiving federal Pell Grants. 

Services
•  Instruction in reading, writing, math, and/or study skills 
•  Tutorial services 
•  Academic, fi nancial,  and personal counseling 
•  Assistance in securing admission and fi nancial aid for enrollment in graduate
 and professional programs 
•  Information about career options 
•  Mentoring 
•  Special services for students with limited English profi ciency 
•  Direct fi nancial assistance (grant aid) to current SSS participants who are
 receiving federal Pell grants. 
•  Assistance in securing admission and fi nancial aid for enrollment in four-year
 institutions (two-year college SSS).

Montana Information
•  15 Programs 
 -  Blackfeet CC -  MSU-Northern 
 -  Dawson CC -  Rocky Mountain College
 -  Flathead Valley CC -  Salish Kootenai College
 -  Fort Belknap College -  Stone Child College
 -  Fort Peck CC -  University of Great Falls
 -  Little Big Horn College - University of Montana-Missoula
 -  MSU-Billings - University of Montana-Western
 -  MSU-Bozeman  

•  Funded to serve 3,180 students

A Success Story - Ann Douglas
When Ann Douglas graduates at the end of the 2004-
05 academic year, she will be among fewer than 20% 
of freshmen that entered in 2001 to graduate in exactly 
four years.  This is a remarkable achievement for a 
student who became a parent during her sophomore 
year of high school.  Help from TRiO, along with her 
determination to earn a college degree and to give her 
child the life she deserves, has helped her achieve her 
goals.
Ann has been a participant in all three of UM’s TRiO 

programs.  She joined Upward Bound the summer before her freshman year 
at Browning High School, and remained with the program through her senior 
year despite being a full-time students and mom.  When she enrolled at UM she 
connected immediately with the Student Support Services Program (EOP) and 
has utilized every service—tutoring, advising, peer mentoring, assistance with 
fi nancial aid, and even got help landing her fi rst campus job!  Ann will have been 
EOP’s tutor coordinator for three years.  As a junior she was selected as a McNair 
Scholar, culminating with a research paper she delivered at Binghamton 
University in New York for the 2005 McNair Research Conference.  In her fi nal 
semester she carries a 3.25 GPA and hopes to enter graduate school in 
Psychology.
Regarding the impact TRiO has had on her success, Ann said, “I’m truly 
grateful for the support EOP has provided me and I feel that being a part of 
EOP has helped me to achieve my goal of receiving a college degree.” 

Montana Outcomes 2003
Number of students served 3,180

Percent meeting both low-income/fi rst-generation eligibility 70%

Persistence towards graduation 70%

Good academic standing 82%

Transfer rate from 2 year to 4 year 28%
(2002-2003 Report Data)

Student Support ServicesStudent Support Services

Student Support Services
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This program is designed to prepare participants for doctoral studies through 
involvement in research and other scholarly activities.

Goal
The goal of McNair is to increase the attainment of the Ph.D. by students from 
underrepresented segments of society.

This program is designed to prepare participants for doctoral studies through 
involvement in research and other scholarly activities.

Institutions work closely with participants through their undergraduate 
requirements, encourage their entrance into graduate programs, and track their 
progress to successful completion of advanced degrees.

Services
•  Research opportunities for participants who have completed their sophomore
 year of college
•  Mentoring
•  Summer internships
•  Tutoring
•  Academic counseling
•  Assistance in securing admission and fi nancial aid for enrollment in graduate
 programs
•  Seminars and other scholarly activities designed to prepare students for
 doctoral studies

Montana Information
•  1 Program 
 -  University of Montana-Missoula

•  Funded to serve 20 students

A Success Story - Heather Cahoon
Heather Cahoon is an enrolled member of the Pend 
d’Oreille tribe who was accepted into the University 
of Montana’s McNair Scholars Program in 1999.  She 
completed a Bachelor’s degree a year and a half later, a 
Master of Fine Arts a year after that, and expects to 
complete a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies in Spring 
2005 at the age of 28.   She made the Dean’s list every 
semester for fi ve years and graduated with high honors 
in her MFA program with a GPA of 3.9.
Living in a small community on the Flathead Indian 
Reservation, Heather grew up in a large family in which 

there was no encouragement or support for her aspiration to attend college.  As a 
fi rst-generation and low-income student who, as an American Indian, is 
underrepresented in graduate study, Heather was an ideal candidate for the 
McNair program.  She says of her experience, “The McNair Scholars Program 
was instrumental in enabling me to understand the process of attending 
graduate school.  It made the transition a step-by-step process that encouraged 
me to proceed with my post-baccalaureate education. Without McNair it would 
have been far more diffi cult to achieve my goal of teaching at the college level.”

Montana Outcomes 2004
Number of Students Served 29

Percent Completing Bachelors Degree 96%

Percent Enrolled in Post-Bac Program 96%

Percent Completed Master’s Degree 28%

Percent Earned a Doctorate - Non-Master Degree 6%

Percent Enrolled in Doctoral Program 56%
(2003-2004 Report Data)

McNair Post-Baccalaureate AchievementMcNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement

McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement



Montana            Fact Book 2005 Page 18 Page 19

TRiO in MontanaTRiO in Montana

TRiO in Montana

Program Location Students Funding

Student Support Services
  Blackfeet Community College 165 $278,821

  Dawson Community College 120 252,259

  Flathead Valley Community College 300 298,746

  Fort Belknap College 100 260,079

  Fort Peck Community College 175 263,179

  Little Big Horn College 160 133,065

  Montana State University-Billings 250 281,631

  Montana State University-Bozeman 298 362,916

  Montana State University-Northern 240 245,951

  Rocky Mountain College 250 268,920

  Salish Kootenai College 230 269,843

  Stone Child College 125 262,615

  University of Great Falls 210 266,755

  University of Montana-Missoula 375 376,816

  Western Montana College 160 228,825

Educational Opportunity Centers
  Montana State University-Northern 2,800 579,972

McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
  University of Montana-Missoula 20 237,796

Educational Talent Search
  Fort Belknap College 900 308,033

  Montana Offi ce of the Commissioner of Higher Education 1,250 567,664

  Montana State University-Billings 600 204,000

Classic and Veterans’ Upward Bound
  Flathead Valley Community College 65 287,703

  Fort Belknap College 65 314,374

  Montana State University-Billings 75 318,833

  Montana State University-Northern (Veterans’) 230 526,727

  Salish Kootenai College 75 351,419

  University of Montana-Missoula 70 399,306

  University of Montana-Montana Tech 56 279,496

Math/Science Upward Bound
  University of Montana-Western Montana College 45 222,916

Grand Total for 28 programs 9,409 $8,648,660
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