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What is TRiO?
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational 
opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, 
or economic circumstance. In support of this commitment, 
Congress established a series of programs to provide educational 
RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�ORZ�LQFRPH��ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ��DQG�$PHULFDQV�ZLWK�
disabilities These programs are funded under Title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRiO programs. 
:KLOH�VWXGHQW�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�SURJUDPV�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�RYHUFRPH�
ÀQDQFLDO�EDUULHUV�WR�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��75L2�SURJUDPV�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�
overcome class, social, and cultural barriers to higher education.

Overview

TRiO in Montana is working 
In fact, when we compare Montana TRiO students to cohort groups 
RI�VWXGHQWV�IURP�WKH�VDPH�GHPRJUDSKLF��ORZ�LQFRPH��ÀUVW� 
generation, and/or disabled), the students receiving TRiO services 
are more likely to enroll and graduate from a postsecondary  
education (PSE) program.

The Federal TRiO Programs
Upward Bound—Services include instruction in math, science, language arts, 
foreign language and other skills necessary for success in college; academic, 
ÀQDQFLDO��DQG�SHUVRQDO�FRXQVHOLQJ��DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�FROOHJH�HQWUDQFH�
DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DSSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�FDUHHU�H[SORUDWLRQ�

Educational Talent Search³6HUYLFHV�LQFOXGH�DFDGHPLF��ÀQDQFLDO��FDUHHU��RU�
SHUVRQDO�FRXQVHOLQJ��WXWRULDO�VHUYLFHV��H[SRVXUH�WR�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��DVVLVWDQFH�
LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�FROOHJH�DGPLVVLRQV�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DSSOLFDWLRQV��VSHFLDO�DFWLYLWLHV�
for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders; and workshops for the families of participants. 
 
Educational Opportunity Centers—Services include academic advising, personal 
counseling, and career advising; help in completing applications for college 
DGPLVVLRQV��WHVWLQJ��DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�OLWHUDF\�
activities.

Upward Bound Math & Science—Services include summer programs consist-
ing of intensive math and science training; year-round counseling and advising; 
H[SRVXUH�WR�XQLYHUVLW\�IDFXOW\�ZKR�GR�UHVHDUFK�LQ�PDWK�DQG�VFLHQFH��FRPSXWHU�
WUDLQLQJ��DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�UHVHDUFK�FRQGXFWHG�XQGHU�WKH�JXLGDQFH�RI�D�IDFXOW\�RU�
graduate student mentor.

Veterans’ Upward Bound—Services include intensive basic skills development 
for GED completion; refresher classes for subjects required in college; academic, 
ÀQDQFLDO��DQG�SHUVRQDO�FRXQVHOLQJ��WXWRULDO�VHUYLFHV���DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�
FROOHJH�HQWUDQFH�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�DSSOLFDWLRQV���DQG�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�VHFXULQJ�
veterans’ services.
 
Student Support Services—Services include academic tutoring; assistance in 
FROOHJH�FRXUVH�VHOHFWLRQ��DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG��DQG�VFKRODUVKLS�
DSSOLFDWLRQV��ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�OLWHUDF\�HGXFDWLRQ��DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�DSSO\LQJ�
to graduate and professional programs; assistance in transferring from two-year 
to four -year programs; individualized personal, career, and academic counseling; 
and mentoring. 

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement—Services include 
academic counseling; research opportunities and mentoring from faculty; 
VXPPHU�LQWHUQVKLSV��WXWRULQJ��DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�VHFXULQJ�DGPLVVLRQ�DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�
for enrollment in graduate programs; and seminars and other scholarly activities 
designed to prepare students for doctoral studies.

The Current Numbers....
27% of low-income HS grads enroll in PSE nationally*

78% of low-income MT TRiO students enroll in PSE*** 

8% of low-income students complete a Bachelor’s degree in 6 years**

24% of low-income MT TRiO students complete a Bachelor’s in 6 yrs*** 

Statistics based on students coming from families with income less than $36,000
*Data Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity, October 2010, Number 220
**Data Source:  Postsecondary Education Opportunity, November 2010, Number 221
***9-year average of Montana Upward Bound APR data

0% 100%
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Upward Bound
Purpose
Upward Bound (UB) works to increase the rates at which 
participants enroll in and graduate from PSE. Classic UB serves 
high school students from low-income families and high school 
students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor’s 
degree.

Annjeanette Belcourt
Dr. Annjeanette Belcourt was a 
participant in the UB program at 
Browning HS and went on to participate 
in the SSS program while completing 
her undergraduate degree at UM. 
“Trio and Upward Bound helped me 
IHHO�FRQÀGHQW�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
IURP�P\�KRPH�RQ�WKH�%ODFNIHHW�
5HVHUYDWLRQ�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
0RQWDQD��7KH�SURJUDPV�KHOSHG�SURYLGH�
PH�ZLWK�JRRG�VWXG\�KDELWV�DQG�ZLWK�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�IULHQGV�WKDW�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
\HDUV��,�ZDV�JUDWHIXO�IRU�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�SURYLGHG�µ��Dr. Belcourt 
(Otter Woman) is an Assistant Professor in the College of Health 
Professions and Biomedical Sciences at UM’s Pharmacy School.  
6KH�LV�DQ�HQUROOHG�WULEDO�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�7KUHH�$IÀOLDWHG�7ULEHV��
Blackfeet, Chippewa, Mandan & Hidatsa. Dr. Belcourt holds a 
doctorate in clinical psychology. Her priorities include mental 
health disparities, trauma, posttraumatic stress reactions, risk, 
UHVLOLHQF\��DQG�SV\FKLDWULF�GLVRUGHU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�RI�
American Indian communities. She completed training with the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Medical Center, working with 
veterans and addressing post-trauma reactions. She has also 
worked within community health centers, public schools, and 
campus counseling centers. Dr. Belcourt has conducted multiple, 
grant-funded research projects with American Indian communities. 
7KHVH�H[SHULHQFHV�KDYH�SURYLGHG�DGYDQFHG�NQRZOHGJH�DLPHG�DW�
the investigation of mental health among American Indians. 

´7ULR�KHOSHG�PH�IHHO�FRQÀGHQW�LQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�
transition from my home on the Blackfeet 
Reservation to the University of Montana.”

Locations

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

Fort Belknap

MT Tech

5 programs

388 
students 
served

Montana Outcomes

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�	�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

87% continued in high school or graduated
����SURÀFLHQW�LQ�0DWK�DQG�5HDGLQJ�RQ�VWDWH�WHVWV

32% completed high school rigorous core requirements

35% of 2007 HS grads graduated from PSE

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data

Salish Kootenai College

64% greater than 2.5 GPA

69% enrolled in PSE fall semester after high school graduation

0% 100%
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Educational Talent Search
Purpose
The goal of Educational Talent Search (ETS) is to increase the 
number of youth, 6th-12th grade, from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who complete high school and enroll in the PSE institution of their 
choice. Educational Talent Search also serves high school dropouts, 
to age 27, by encouraging them to re-enter the educational system 
and complete their education. 

Erik Montague
Erik Montague has dealt with more 
than his fair share of adversity. Both 
his parents suffered from mental 
illness. His father was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia and his mother with 
manic depressive disorder. During his 
schizophrenic lapses, Erik’s father 
would abuse his mom, and once 
attempted to kidnap Erik. Erik was 13 
when his father died. Erik’s mother 
visited the local hospital for treatment 

ÀYH�WLPHV�D�\HDU��DQG�DWWHPSWHG�WR�FRPPLW�VXLFLGH�ZKHQ�(ULN�ZDV�
14, 16, and 18 years old. When Erik was 16, his mother went 
to Montana State Hospital, leaving him to live on his own for a 
year.  Erik worked a part-time job, attended school, and dealt with 
the responsibilities of living alone.  Despite this adversity, Erik 
H[FHOOHG�LQ�VFKRRO��+H�UHFHLYHG�D������*3$�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��ZDV�
involved in many clubs and organizations, and volunteered over 
200 hours during his high school career.  Thanks to help from 
his ETS advisor, Erik received one of 104 Horatio Alger National 
��������VFKRODUVKLSV�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�KLV�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�H[SHQVHV���
Erik will soon graduate with degrees in English and Theater, and 
has completely paid his way through college with scholarships and 
grants. He plans to volunteer in the Peace Corps, and eventually 
wants to become a family lawyer. ´7KRXJK�,·YH�GHDOW�ZLWK�D�ORW��,�
FDQ·W�KHOS�EXW�EH�DSSUHFLDWLYH�RI�DOO�WKH�KHOS�WKDW�,·YH�UHFHLYHG�
DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��,�QHYHU�ZRXOG·YH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�JHW�WKLV�IDU�ZLWKRXW�
RWKHUV·�NLQGQHVV��DQG�IRU�WKDW��,·P�HWHUQDOO\�JUDWHIXO�µ

“I never would’ve been able to get this far 
without others’ kindness, and for that, I’m 
eternally grateful.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�	�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

98% secondary school persistence

98% secondary school graduation or GED with regular diploma

58% secondary school graduation or GED with rigorous core

70% PSE enrollment

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Billings

Fort Belknap

MT Tech

4 programs

3,084 
students 
served

OCHE - Helena

0% 100%
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Educational Opportunity Centers
Purpose
The goal of the Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) is to 
increase the number of adult participants who enroll in PSE. An 
important objective of the program is to counsel participants on 
ÀQDQFLDO�DLG�RSWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�EDVLF�ÀQDQFLDO�SODQQLQJ�VNLOOV��DQG�WR�
assist in the application process. 

Forrest Winkler
Forrest Winkler had a troubled youth 
and was incarcerated for 40 years, 34 
of them in the Montana Prison System, 
for bank robbery. While in prison, 
Forrest spent 11 years educating 
himself on computer programming. 
After his release, Forrest wanted to 
ÀQG�JDLQIXO�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�EH�D�
contributing and productive member of 
VRFLHW\��+H�ÀUVW�HQWHUWDLQHG�WKH�LGHD�RI�
college when he was 68 years of age 

and became an EOC program participant in Missoula. EOC showed 
Forrest that a college education was possible and helped him 
believe that he could pursue his dreams. In addition, EOC helped 
KLP�FRPSOHWH�KLV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ��IXOÀOO�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
RI�WKH�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\�FRPPLWWHH��ÀOO�RXW�WKH�)$)6$�DQG�DSSO\�
for a tuition waiver to pay for his education. Although the transition 
WR�FROOHJH�ZDV�URXJK�WKH�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU��(2&�KHOSHG�)RUUHVW�OHDUQ�
who to go to for help, and he persevered. He earned a 3.7 GPA 
and made the Dean’s list. Forrest will graduate in May, 2014 with 
an Associate’s Degree in Information Technology with an option 
in Information System Management. He already has a lead on 
a position working with Healthcare Informatics with a  clinic in 
0LVVRXOD��+H�LV�IXOÀOOLQJ�KLV�JRDO�WR�EH�D�FRQWULEXWLQJ�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�
member of society. “(2&�ZDV�YHU\�SURDFWLYH�LQ�JHWWLQJ�PH�LQWR�
VFKRRO��HYHQ�ZKHQ�,�JDYH�XS�RQ�P\VHOI�WKH\�GLG�QRW��(GXFDWLRQ�KDV�
JLYHQ�PH�FKRLFHV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�” 

“EOC was very proactive in getting me into 
school; even when I gave up on myself they 
did not.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data) 

Billings

Helena

Rocky Boy

Butte

9 outreach 
sites under  
1 program

2,500  
students 
served

MSU Northern
Havre

Missoula

Pablo

Great Falls

Kalispell & Libby

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�	�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

58% of seniors graduated/completed GED

92% of college-ready participants completed FAFSA

89% of college-ready participants applied to PSE

76% of high school/GED grads enrolled in PSE

0% 100%
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Veterans’ Upward Bound
Purpose
The goal of Veterans’ Upward Bound (VUB) is to increase the rates 
at which participating veterans enroll in and graduate from PSE.  
9HWHUDQV·�8%�VHUYHV�ORZ�LQFRPH��ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�PLOLWDU\�YHWHUDQV�
who are preparing to enter PSE. 

Larry Whittaker
After a 20-year career in the U.S. Navy 
WKDW�FXOPLQDWHG�ZLWK�KLV�ÀQDO�WRXU�
in England, Larry Whittaker began 
plans to realize his life-long goal of 
earning a college degree.  His research 
brought him to Montana and to the 
Veterans’ Upward Bound Program in 
Billings.  From his initial inquiry into 
the program through his graduation 
at program’s end, he displayed focus, 
determination, and a sincere love 

of learning.  Unanimously selected by the VUB faculty as the 
Outstanding Student for the Spring 2014 cohort, he was described 
as a resourceful and curious learner who was unwilling to rest on 
what he already knew to get by in life.  Larry always looked for any 
occasion to learn something new and to share those discoveries 
with his instructors and classmates.  His hard work made him a 
very solid applicant for college, and he was accepted into Rocky 
Mountain College in Billings in the fall of 2013.  Larry is majoring 
LQ�%XVLQHVV�DQG�HDUQHG�D�����*3$�KLV�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU�LQ�VFKRRO���+H�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�H[HPSOLI\�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�VR�HVVHQWLDO�WR�FROOHJH�
success:  strong academic ability, leadership, discipline, and 
personal integrity.  

+H�FRQWLQXHV�WR�H[HPSOLI\�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�DUH�
so essential to college success:  strong  
academic ability, leadership, discipline, and 
personal integrity.

Locations

MSU Billings

1 program  
MSU Northern 
(based at  
MSU Billings)

155  
students 
served

Montana Outcomes

����PHHW�ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�HOLJLELOLW\

42% PSE placement rate within 1st year

84% freshman to sophomore PSE persistence

41% of 2006 program grads graduated from PSE

(2011-2012 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Northern

0% 100%
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Student Support Services - 4 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/4-year projects is to 
increase college retention and graduation rates of participating 
students.  SSS provides opportunities for academic development, 
assists students with basic college requirements, and serves to 
motivate students towards the successful completion of PSE.  SSS 
may also provide grant aid to current participants who are receiving 
federal Pell Grants.  313 Bachelor’s degrees were earned by MT 
SSS partipants in 2012-2013.

Jason Hamm
Jason Hamm was a young man with 
a family who had already reached 
the salary cap as a mechanical 
designer with an engineering company. 
Returning to school, working part-
time and supporting a family was 
not an easy road for Jason, but he 
knew he wanted more for his family.  
Jason will graduate in May 2014 
with a degree in engineering and is 
currently taking courses to complete 

his master’s degree in Project Management. Jason’s goal is to 
become a licensed Professional Engineer. Jason’s senior design 
project “Energy Saving Geothermal Heat Pumping in Abandoned 
Mine Shafts” utilizes warm waters from abandoned mine shafts to 
help assist in the heating and cooling of buildings, a much needed 
alternative heat source.  Jason’s accomplishments didn’t come 
HDVLO\��VRPH�RI�KLV�ÀUVW�FODVVHV�LQFOXGHG�PXOWLYDULDEOH�FDOFXOXV��
chemistry and physics.  It didn’t take long before Jason realized he 
needed a tutor and a quiet place to study.  Jason has given back 
to SSS repeatedly. He has helped tutor, talked to fellow students, 
and helped the campus understand some obstacles students face, 
such as the need for a daycare. “666�SURYLGHG�PH�ZLWK�D�QHWZRUN�
RI�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�VWDII�DQG�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�PDGH�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�LQWR�
VFKRRO�PXFK�HDVLHU�IRU�D�QRQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�OLNH�P\VHOI��SURYLGLQJ�D�
SODFH�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�JHW�KHOS�µ

“SSS provided me with a network of  
knowledgeable staff and students that made 
the transition into school much easier...”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�	�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

82% persistence toward completion of degree

93% good academic standing

37% 6-year graduation rate

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

MSU Northern

MT Tech

7 programs

1,662 
students 
served

UM Western

Rocky Mountain 
College

University of Great Falls

0% 100%
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Student Support Services - 2 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/2-year projects is 
to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants and facilitate the process of transition from one level 
RI�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�QH[W��SDUWLFXODUO\�IURP���\HDU�GHJUHH�
programs to 4-year degree programs.  SSS may also provide grant 
aid to current participants who are receiving federal Pell Grants.  
����GHJUHHV�RU�FHUWLÀFDWHV�ZHUH�HDUQHG�E\�07�666�SDUWLSDQWV�LQ�
2012-2013.

Johanna Whiteplume
Johanna Whiteplume is a graduate of 
Shoshone-Bannock Indian High School 
and a member of the Northern Arapaho 
tribe. Johanna enrolled at Salish 
Kootenai College in 2009 as a new 
student and a single parent. Johanna 
knew that she wanted to improve her 
chances of succeeding in the classroom 
and ultimately graduating with a 
degree. Johanna signed up with SSS 
and began developing her academic 

skills with the help of tutors and by attending various workshops. 
´7KH�666�VWDII�JDYH�PH�D�ORW�RI�KHOS�DV�D�VWXGHQW��1RW�RQO\�GLG�
WKH\�PRWLYDWH�PH�WR�VXFFHHG�DFDGHPLFDOO\�EXW�DOVR�SURYLGHG�
WKH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�EH�D�UROH�PRGHO�DV�D�VWXGHQW�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
PLQGHG�LQGLYLGXDO�µ Part of Johanna’s success can be attributed to 
her strong work ethic, which she demonstrated in her work study 
position at SSS.  ´1RW�RQO\�GLG�,�UHFHLYH�WKH�KHOS�,�QHHGHG�IURP�
75L2��EXW�,�DOVR�ZDV�DEOH�WR�JLYH�EDFN�DQG�VHH�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�JURZ�
DQG�VXFFHHG�E\�SURYLGLQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�
PHHW�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�JRDOV�µ�-RKDQQD�UHFHLYHG�FHUWLÀFDWHV�LQ�2IÀFH�
3URIHVVLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�0HGLFDO�2IÀFH�&OHUN�ODVW�\HDU���-RKDQQD�
plans to complete her Associate’s degree in Business Technology 
this year and wants to transfer into the Business Administration 
%DFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�SURJUDP�QH[W�IDOO��$IWHU�-RKDQQD�FRPSOHWHV�KHU�
degree, she hopes to one day work in a setting like SSS to help 
other tribal college students. “,I�\RX�HYHU�QHHGHG�VRPHRQH�WR�WDON�
WR��RU�VRPHRQH�WR�MXVW�OLVWHQ��666�ZDV�WKHUH�WR�QRW�RQO\�JLYH�VXSSRUW�
EXW�WR�SURYLGH�PXFK�QHHGHG�JXLGDQFH�DV�ZHOO�” 

“SSS was there to not only give support but 
to provide much needed guidance as well.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�	�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�

66% persistence toward degree or transfer

86% good academic standing

35% 4-year rate of graduation or transfer to a 4-year college

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data)

Salish Kootenai College

Flathead Valley CC
Fort Peck CC 7 programs

1,109 
students 
servedHelena College

Chief Dull  
Knife College

Blackfeet CC

Dawson CC

0% 100%
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McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
Purpose
The goal of The McNair Scholars Program is to promote equity 
in graduate school enrollment by encouraging the completion 
RI�GRFWRUDO�GHJUHHV�E\�ORZ�LQFRPH��ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�RU�
underrepresented minority students.  The program facilitates each 
student’s successful application to graduate school and better 
HTXLSV�WKHP�ZLWK�FRQÀGHQFH��NQRZOHGJH�DQG�VNLOOV�IRU�PHDQLQJIXO�
and relevant contributions to their professional career endeavors.

Thomas Wurtz
Thomas was raised in an insular 
religious group called Hutterites, 
who reside in congregations whose 
livelihood depends on farming and 
ranching. After graduating from the 
eighth grade, Thomas began the 
Hutterite legacy of being an apprentice 
to his father, the manager of the 
FRORQ\·V�VZLQH�XQLW���$SSUR[LPDWHO\�WHQ�
years later, Thomas left the Hutterite 
culture and started college. He is 

currently majoring in Biotechnology: Animal Systems Option and is 
on track to graduate in the Spring of 2014. The McNair Scholars 
program has provided Thomas with guidance to pursue his dream 
of obtaining a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine and a Ph.D. in 
Animal Nutrition. Recently Thomas has been admitted into several 
colleges of veterinary medicine. He matriculates into the veterinary 
program in the Fall of 2014.  The McNair Program helped Thomas 
overcome challenges and provided him with opportunities. “The 
*5(�ZRUNVKRSV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�KHOSIXO�LQ�PDNLQJ�PH�D�EHWWHU�
FDQGLGDWH�EHFDXVH�P\�IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�UXGLPHQWDU\�µ says 
Thomas. He adds, ´KDYLQJ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FRQGXFW�UHVHDUFK�
RQ�WKH�PHWDEROLF�UDWHV�RI�FDWWOH�LQ�XQGHUJUDG�DOORZHG�PH�WR�
GHPRQVWUDWH�P\�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VFLHQFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�MXVW�H[SUHVVLQJ�LW�
RQ�SDSHU�µ Additionally, the biweekly seminars directed Thomas 
to write a compelling personal statement for graduate school 
applications.  The McNair Program at MSU has opened the doors to 
many opportunities. 

“The GRE workshops were the most helpful 
in making me a better candidate...”

Locations

64% of students are MT residents 

����ERWK�ORZ�LQFRPH�DQG�ÀUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ

48% of student meet minority in graduate education eligibility

3.45 average GPA

(2012-2013 ED Annual Report Data)

1 program

86 
students 
served to 
dateMSU Bozeman

Montana Outcomes

0% 100%
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TRiO in Montana
Program Location Students Funding
Student Support Services - 4 year
  Montana State University Billings 250 $304,719
  Montana State University Northern 240 255,079
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 120 213,180
  Rocky Mountain College 250 290,966
  University of Great Falls 230 288,623
  University of Montana Missoula 375 407,708
  University of Montana Western 160 247,584

     Program Total 1,625 2,007,859

Student Support Services - 2 year
  Blackfeet Community College 170 294,826
  Chief Dull Knife College 90 130,815
  Dawson Community College 140 272,939
  Flathead Valley Community College 350 323,238
  Fort Peck Community College 175 270,551
  Salish Kootenai College 230 291,922
  Helena College, University of Montana 140 213,180

     Program Total 1,295 1,797,471

Student Support Services Combined Total 2,920 3,805,330

Educational Opportunity Centers
  Billings – Lincoln Center
  Butte – Highlands College of Montana Tech
  Great Falls – Great Falls College, MSU
  Havre - Montana State University Northern
  Helena – Helena Job Service Workforce Center
  Kalispell & Libby – Flathead Valley CC
  Missoula – Missoula College, UM
  Pablo – Salish Kootenai College
  Rocky Boy Reservation – Stone Child College

     Program Total 2,500 597,371

Program Location Students Funding
Educational Talent Search
  Fort Belknap Indian Community 694 317,274
��0RQWDQD�2IÀFH�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQHU�RI�+LJKHU 
  Education

1,287 584,694

  Montana State University Billings 592 230,000
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 503 230,000

     Program Total 3,076 1,361,968

McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
  Montana State University Bozeman 25 220,000

Classic Upward Bound
  Fort Belknap Indian Community 75 323,805
  Montana State University Billings 75 328,398
  Salish Kootenai College 84 361,961
  University of Montana Missoula 75 337,500
  Montana Tech of the University of Montana 64 287,881

     Program Total 373 1,639,545

Veteran’s Upward Bound
  Montana State University Northern 155 341,000

Upward Bound Combined Total 528 1,980,545

Grand Total for 26 programs 9,049 $7,965,214


