
COLORADO
2022 fact book 





Higher Education Act
Educational Talent Search

1964

Economic Opportunity Act
Upward Bound

1965

1968

Student Support Services
Term "TRIO" is formed

1972

Educational
Opportunity Centers

1976

Training program for Federal
TRIO Programs

1986

Ronald E. McNair Post 
Baccalaureate 

Achievement Program

Programs

TRIO students
and staff
members at the
Colorado Capitol.

TRIO includes programs targeted to
serve low-income individuals, first-
generation college students, disabled
persons, and disconnected individuals
as they progress through the academic
pipeline from middle school to post-
baccalaureate programs. 

Purpose: To provide academic tutoring,
personal counseling, mentoring, financial
guidance, and other supports necessary
to promote college access, retention, and
graduation.

History of TRIO Programs: TRIO is a
commitment that has its foundation in
the Civil Rights Movement and the War
on Poverty. They were the first national
college access and success programs to
address the serious social and cultural
barriers that low-income communities
face. The Higher Education Act of 2008
and reauthorization in 2010 broadened
the definition of eligibility to include:
homeless and foster care youth, disabled
people, those with limited English
proficiency, and other disconnected
individuals.
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Academic, financial, career, and personal counseling 
College and career exploration

Six-week intensive summer experience
Tutoring and instruction in core subjects

Exposure to university STEM faculty 
Research in math or science

Assistance securing Veteran’s services from locally available
resources
Short-term remedial refresher classes 

Financial and economic literacy
College admissions and FAFSA application assistance

Research and internship opportunities
Graduate school and financial aid application assistance

Tutoring services
Financial, career, and personal counseling

Talent Search (TS): Grades 6-12

Upward Bound (UB): Grades 9-12

UB Math/Science (UBMS): Grades 9-12, focus on Math/Science

Veterans UB (VUB): Military Veterans

Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC): Adult participants

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Program (McNair):
Graduate school preparation for undergraduate students

Student Support Services (SSS): Undergraduate Students

TRIO PROGRAMS

Students
complete a STEM
project at the
Colorado Space
Foundation.

A student
summits a 14'er
with her UB group.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

A student visits the
Great Sand Dunes after

a department tour at
Adams State University. 
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2
A middle school
student proudly
wears CSU gear

while on a college
visit.

A few of the services offered:
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projects at 24
institutions:

16,916
STUDENTS

SERVED

CO TRIO OVERVIEW

District One:
$2,931,516
8 Programs
4,651 Participants

District Two:
$3,823,767
9 Programs
3,496 Participants

District Four:
$3,117,674 
10 Programs
2,363 Participants

District Five:
$870,307 
3 Programs
264 Participants

District Six:
$1,083,261 
4 Programs
520 Participants

District Seven:
$1,083,265 
4 Programs
480 Participants

District Three:
$8,089,932
24 Programs
5,142 Participants

$20,999,722 in
Funding
Across Seven
Congressional
Districts

Adams State University
Aims Community College
Arapahoe Community College
Colorado Mesa University
Colorado Mountain College
Colorado State University
Colorado State University Pueblo
Community College of Aurora
Community College of Denver
Denver Scholarship Foundation
Fort Lewis College
Front Range Community College
Greeley Dream Team, Inc.
LULAC National Education Service Centers, Inc.
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Northeastern Junior College
Otero Junior College
Pikes Peak Community College
Pueblo Community College
Red Rocks Community College
Trinidad State Junior College
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Colorado Denver
University of Northern Colorado

6262

A SSS student celebrates
graduating from Colorado

Mesa University.

funding by district:



TRIO Success Stories
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Daniela Castorena

"

Being a first-generation, Latina woman I had
no idea about college or the process of how
to apply. My parents are immigrants…and
could not help me much [with college].
…I had many responsibilities like taking care
of my siblings and going with my parents
anywhere they needed me to translate at a
young age. Fortunately, Talent Search
recruited me in high school and I [met] Ms.
Martha. She helped me tremendously with
the application process and would have
conversations with me about higher
education, my goals, and my dreams. She
opened my eyes to endless possibilities. It
did not end there; I kept being part of TRIO
in college as a SSS participant. Because of
TRIO, I was able to graduate high school and
earn my bachelor’s degree in Sociology. I am
now giving back to the community who
helped me as I work for the CU Denver SSS.
TRIOWORKS!”

Denver Scholarship Foundation ETS
University of Colorado Denver SSS
CO District 1

"
Estephan Garcia
I didn't always have the focus that I do now. I
lost my way for a while in high school; I was
ditching classes and getting bad grades before
I got enrolled in Talent Search. Talent Search
helped me find some focus in my life. I didn't
go straight to college after high school, but
the thoughts and ideas I learned in Talent
Search motivated me to go to college at the
Military Academy in New York, where I
earned my Bachelor's in chemistry and life
sciences. I then graduated from the
University of Colorado Medical School. I am
currently working for the US Army as an
orthopedic surgeon. Even though there were
not a lot of people around me who went to
college, the resources from Talent Search and
a little hard work helped me get to where I
am now."

Colorado State University ETS
CO District 2
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Cristina Garcia

"
When I think of Upward Bound I think of so
many different synonyms: opportunity,
family, empowerment, success, and gratitude.
I truly could not be where I am today without
this amazing TRIO program and their even
more amazing staff. Upward Bound gave me
the gift of a quality education, a strong
support system that believed in me when I
needed it most, and a true love and desire for
educational equity within my community.
This program helped me transition from an
8th grader with no future prospects, to a
confident high school graduate with the
options to choose a bright future for myself.
The staff was there for me every step of the
way from taking me to tour colleges,
providing ACT prep, giving me classes that
further developed my high school mastery,
essay preparation, and perhaps most
importantly encouragement. Fast forward
four years later when I was accepted into
Colorado College, [my UB advisor] was the
first person outside of my family who knew I
had been accepted. Upward Bound gave me so
much more than the time I spent with them,
and they continue to impact my life."

Adams State University UB
CO District 3

"

Paola Leos
Being part of Upward Bound is something
that I will appreciate forever. It has taught me
to be myself and to get out there. I was a very
shy and quiet person and I didn’t know a lot
of people in the program. After going to
community service opportunities, trips, and
summer programs I was able to know people
that are my friends today. Upward Bound
impacted me because they have been very
patient with me and they helped me with the
progress of college. I am very glad I was part
of this amazing program for four years. I have
now been accepted into five colleges and my
top choice is CSU." 

Colorado State University UB 
CO District 2
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Brandon Gonzalez

"

Manassa—my hometown—does not have
paved roads or stop lights. I love the quiet
tranquility of the [San Luis] Valley, but upon
graduating I knew I needed to leave to attend
college. Upward Bound [Adams State
University] was the program that helped me
to take that first step out of the Valley, both
physically and mentally. They took us on trips
to tour universities... and to participate in
activities that people from first-generation,
working-class backgrounds often do not get to
participate in, like ski trips and plays. It is
because of the individuals in this program and
their support, and the knowledge they gave
me throughout my four years that I was able
to be successful in college and graduate
[Colorado State University] with a bachelor’s
degree in history—magna cum laude and debt
free. I am currently in law school at the
University of New Mexico. I hope to become a
rural prosecutor back in my home community
after graduating. UB also taught me to push
myself... and that education can be the key to
personal success. I am forever grateful for the
opportunities I had and the people I met
through UB, and hope to be an example of
what these programs can do for future
generations."

Adams State University UB
CO District 3

1 ETS Students visit
a historical site in
Rhode Island. 
2. UB Students tour
Seattle University.
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Frank Viescas

"
I worked as a mechanic for over 25 years to
support my family... the repetitive motion of
turning a wrench all day had a negative
effect on my body. TRIO opened my eyes to
a variety of opportunities that I did not know
existed for a man of my age and education.
At the age of 50, I earned my first college
degree with the help of the TRIO [EOC]
program. I graduated from Otero College and
I recently was promoted Technology Director
Assistant at Rocky Ford School District."

La Junta EOC, Otero  Junior College
CO District 4

Kady Barthelemy

"

When I started college, I had no idea that I
was a first-generation college student until
I applied for McNair by meeting the other
criteria and the director told me “Did you
know that you are first-gen?” After that
moment and learning what first generation
meant, my experiences and challenges
finally made sense and that I was not alone
or weak. Now, I have completed two
bachelor’s degrees and am in the final
stretch of my PhD program in Counseling
Psychology with a doctoral minor in
Applied Statistics and Research Methods.
Additionally, I get to give back to the
program that changed my life by serving as
a graduate assistant in the McNair Scholars
Program that I completed. I also work as a
therapist at Children’s Hospital Colorado. "

University of Northern Colorado McNair
CO District 4



Aaron 'Bear' Cisneros
Bear is Native American and is the first
person in his family to attend college. Bear
started his educational career at the
Community College of Aurora (CCA), where
they offered a program to obtain a GED. From
there he obtained his GED in 2015. After
completing the program, he enrolled at CCA
for his Associates of Arts degree with a
business designation. After a few good years
of being a part-time student and being a part
of the TRIO Student Support Services
[Traditional] program, he graduated in
December of 2019. Bear then proceeded to
attend Metropolitan State University of
Denver where he got accepted and is
currently a Senior studying for his Bachelor
of Science and still having the pleasure of
being a TRIO student. 

Community College of Aurora SSS
Metro State University of Denver SSS
CO District 6

TRIO Success Stories
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Elzbieta (Elizabeth) Zalewski
As a first–generation, non-traditional
college student, Elizabeth took advantage
of TRIO Student Support Services (SSS) at
Pikes Peak Community College. To get to
this point, Elizabeth overcame significant
challenges. Learning academic content in a
second language required her to plan much
more time to do assignments. However, in
her words, "TRIO SSS has helped me in so
many ways. My advisor, Mike Couillard,
encouraged me when I was frustrated by
saying: 'Come and vent on me!' He helped
me navigate the college system, apply for
scholarships, and connected me with CSU
Pueblo TRIO SSS and financial aid offices."
Elizabeth transferred to Colorado State
University Pueblo in Fall 2018 to pursue a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN)
where she continued participating in TRIO
SSS.

Pikes Peak Community College SSS 
Colorado State University Pueblo SSS
CO District 5
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Jennifer is a first-generation student who
received her Associate’s of Arts in Psychology
and a language achievement certificate in
Spanish from CCA. She was part of the
Student Support Services English as a Second
Language (SSS-ESL) program. Jennifer worked
as a student ambassador and was elected
President of the LatinX student Alliance, the
Senator of Inclusive Excellence in Student
Government, and the Phi Theta Kappa
National Honors Society membership
coordinator.  She completed leadership and
inclusive excellence programs, and attended
retreats which helped inspire her and the
student life office to create the first CCA
leadership conference on campus. After
graduating from CCA, Jennifer transferred to
the University of Colorado Denver with a full
scholarship in hopes of earning her Bachelors
of Science in Psychology with a minor in
Public Health in the Pre-medicine route. 

Jennifer Martinez-Gomez

Community College of Aurora SSS-ESL
CO District 6

Metzy Morales 
I am a first-generation student who comes from a
low-income family and paying for college and even
thinking about going to college was a challenge
because I had no guidance about how to get there.
Upward Bound has helped me determine the
necessary steps to get to college. By joining UB I
knew that I wasn’t only going to achieve my goals,
but also the dreams of parents to get a better
future. UB has helped me gain confidence in my
capabilities of going to college and succeeding as
inspiring Latina in my community. With TRIO’s
support and guidance, I have gained a better
understanding of what I want in my future and of
the things that I know I am capable of
accomplishing. Words can’t explain how grateful I
am to have joined Upward Bound."

Front Range Community College UB
CO District 7

"




