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What is TRIO?
Our nation has asserted a commitment to providing educational 
opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, 
or economic circumstance. In support of this commitment, 
Congress established a series of programs to provide educational 
opportunity for low-income, first-generation, and Americans with 
disabilities. These programs are funded under Title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 and are referred to as the TRIO programs. 
While student financial aid programs help students overcome 
financial barriers to higher education, TRIO programs help students 
overcome class, social, and cultural barriers to higher education.

Overview

TRIO in Montana is working 
In fact, when we compare Montana TRIO students to cohort groups 
of students from the same demographic (low-income, first- 
generation, and/or disabled), the students receiving TRIO services 
are more likely to enroll and graduate from a postsecondary  
education (PSE) program.

The Federal TRIO Programs
Upward Bound—Services include instruction in math, science, language arts, 
foreign language and other skills necessary for success in college; academic, 
financial, and personal counseling; assistance in completing college entrance 
and financial aid applications; and career exploration.

Educational Talent Search—Services include academic, financial, career, or 
personal counseling; tutorial services; exposure to college campuses; assistance 
in completing college admissions and financial aid applications; special activities 
for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders; and workshops for the families of participants. 
 
Educational Opportunity Centers—Services include academic advising, personal 
counseling, and career advising; help in completing applications for college 
admissions, testing, and financial aid; and financial and economic literacy 
activities.

Upward Bound Math & Science—Services include summer programs consisting 
of intensive math and science training; year-round counseling and advising; 
exposure to university faculty who do research in math and science; computer 
training; and scientific research conducted under the guidance of a faculty or 
graduate student mentor.

Veterans’ Upward Bound—Services include intensive basic skills development 
for GED completion; refresher classes for subjects required in college; academic, 
financial, and personal counseling; tutorial services; assistance in completing 
college entrance and financial aid applications; and assistance in securing 
veterans’ services.
 
Student Support Services—Services include academic tutoring; assistance in 
college course selection; assistance in completing financial aid and scholarship 
applications; financial and economic literacy education; assistance in applying 
to graduate and professional programs; assistance in transferring from two-year 
to four -year programs; individualized personal, career, and academic counseling; 
and mentoring. 

Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement—Services include 
academic counseling; research opportunities and mentoring from faculty; 
summer internships; tutoring; assistance in securing admission and financial aid 
for enrollment in graduate programs; and seminars and other scholarly activities 
designed to prepare students for doctoral studies.

The Current Numbers....
27% of low-income HS grads enroll in PSE nationally*

74% of low-income MT TRIO students enroll in PSE*** 

8% of low-income students complete a Bachelor’s degree in 6 years**

28% of low-income MT TRIO students complete a Bachelor’s in 6 yrs*** 

Statistics based on students coming from families with income less than $36,000
*Data Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity, October 2010, Number 220
**Data Source:  Postsecondary Education Opportunity, November 2010, Number 221
***14-year average of Montana Upward Bound APR data

0% 100%
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Upward Bound
Purpose
Upward Bound (UB) works to increase the rates at which 
participants enroll in and graduate from PSE. Classic UB serves 
high school students from low-income families and high school 
students from families in which neither parent holds a bachelor’s 
degree.

Darrelyn Blackwolf
Darrelyn Blackwolf (Dee Dee) is a 
sophomore at Aaniiih Nakoda College 
on the Fort Belknap Indian reservation 
and is a 2018 graduate from Hays-
Lodgepole High School. She plans 
on getting her Associate’s degree 
in Allied Health then enrolling in the 
newly accredited Nursing program 
offered by Aaniiih Nakoda College for 
her Bachelor’s degree. Darrelyn is an 
extremely busy and talented young 

lady. In her senior year of high school she was attending school 
part-time finishing up her last couple of classes to graduate, taking 
college courses at Aaniiih Nakoda College, and working part-time 
at the local convenience store after classes and on weekends. In 
July 2015, Darrelyn unexpectedly lost her father. With the help of 
the Upward Bound program and attending the summer component, 
Darrelyn was able to continue pursuing her educational goals and 
overcome personal grief. She is a powerful young lady that will do 
amazing things in the future. “I really enjoyed the summers with 
Upward Bound. Upward Bound also helped me with my social skills. 
For a while I was quiet and Upward Bound helped me get out of the 
house and get out of my shell.” 

Locations

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

Fort Belknap

MT Tech

5 programs

399 
students 
served

Montana Outcomes

70% both low-income & first-generation 

95% continued in high school or graduated
59% proficient in Math and Reading on state tests (ACT Benchmarks)

56% completed high school rigorous core requirements

37% of 2012 HS grads graduated from PSE

(2017-2018 ED Annual Report Data)

Salish Kootenai College

67% greater than 2.5 GPA

65% enrolled in PSE fall semester after high school graduation

0% 100%

“Upward Bound helped me prepare for  
college by attending the summer component. 
I got to experience dorm life and campus 
life.”
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Educational Talent Search
Purpose
The goal of Educational Talent Search (ETS) is to increase the 
number of youth, 6th-12th grade, from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who complete high school and enroll in the PSE institution of their 
choice. Educational Talent Search also serves high school dropouts, 
to age 27, by encouraging them to re-enter the educational system 
and complete their education. 

McKinley Winkle
McKinley Winkle was recruited from  
Helena’s CR Anderson Middle School’s 
6th grade student population in the 
fall of 2009. From the get go, McKinley 
was a bubbly, enthusiastic participant, 
a joy to have in the program and a 
positive example to others. She always 
had a smile on her face, was grace and 
kindness exemplified, and a student 
the Trio staff always looked forward to 
seeing. McKinley says, “Talent Search 

has been an awesome opportunity for me and was a huge help 
when it came to deciding on my future education. Throughout 
middle school and high school I was a part of the Talent Search 
program. My ETS advisor was an amazing resource to me, not only 
as a mentor, but a friend and supporter. Through the Talent Search 
program I was able to receive a scholarship for my freshman 
year of college. Being able to go on field trips and learn about the 
different colleges in Montana helped lead me to MSU. I’m hoping 
to apply my degree to pursue a career within marketing or sports 
management and can’t wait to see what’s in store!”

“I’m so thankful for my time in the Talent 
Search program and would recommend it to 
anyone wanting to further their education”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

69% both low-income & first-generation 
99% secondary school persistence
95% secondary school graduation or GED with regular diploma
44% secondary school graduation or GED with rigorous core
70% PSE enrollment

(2017-2018 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU BillingsMT Tech

3 programs

2,274 
students 
served

OCHE - Helena

0% 100%

46% PSE completion
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Upward Bound Math-Science
Purpose
The goal of Upward Bound Math-Science (UBMS) is to help high 
school students recognize and develop their potential to excel in 
math and science and to encourage them to pursue PSE degrees in 
math and science, and ultimately careers in the math and science 
profession. 

Bethani Maris 
Bethani Maris is a senior at Butte 
High School. Bethani was one of the 
first to be accepted  to the Upward 
Bound Math-Science program at 
Montana Tech. Bethani was accepted 
into the program because of her 
desire to succeed in her chosen STEM 
field. She is interested in studying 
Forensic Science, and has the grit and 
determination to succeed in this area. 
Bethani is currently ranked in the top 

of her class and maintains a 4.0 GPA. Bethani noted that “In my 
17 years living on this earth I have had quite a few trials. I have 
moved around quite frequently, struggling with financial stability, 
and over all just not fitting in. However, after being accepted to 
Upward Bound I have found my place. I learned that if you don’t 
apply yourself then you will never advance. Upward Bound gives a 
strong healthy environment and provides so many opportunities to 
better your future.” Bethani credits Upward Bound Math-Science 
with opening the door for her to attend Idaho State University. “This 
program has given me experience in a college setting, taught me 
how to navigate a campus, and taught me how to find resources 
when needed, as well as so much more.”

Locations
1 program 

60 students 
served

“I have gained so much from Upward 
“Bound, and I hope to see it do the same for 
others in the future.”

MT Tech

Montana Outcomes

73% both low-income & first-generation 

100% continued in high school or graduated

62% proficient in Math and Reading on state tests (ACT Benchmarks)

86% completed high school rigorous core requirements

(2017-2018 ED Annual Report Data)

68% greater than 2.5 GPA

79% enrolled in PSE fall semester after high school graduation

0% 100%
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Veterans’ Upward Bound
Purpose
The goal of Veterans’ Upward Bound (VUB) is to increase the rates 
at which participating veterans enroll in and graduate from PSE.  
Veterans’ UB serves low-income, first-generation military veterans 
who are preparing to enter PSE. 

Bri Prolo
When asked to describe herself, 
Bri Prolo first claims to be “more 
stubborn than most.” That stubborn 
determination has pushed her to 
excel in college, something that once 
felt impossible for her. Bri admits she 
was never motivated to work hard in 
school until she was told that there was 
absolutely no way she could graduate 
high school with her class. Accepting 
that challenge, Bri dug in and managed 

to put together enough passing credits to graduate on time. College 
was not an option she considered for herself and chose instead 
a career in the military, enlisting in the Navy. It was a good plan 
until an injury during her second deployment derailed it. After 
leaving the military, she tried to continue in the medical field but 
the lack of civilian licensure limited her options. She considered 
enrolling in college for a nursing degree more than once, but grew 
frustrated with the lack of assistance with the process. As her 
children entered school, she again considered college, but this 
time she did it with a clear career plan and support from Veterans’ 
Upward Bound. VUB answered her questions and walked her 
through the process of enrolling in college. The refresher classes 
helped Bri to see that the qualities that made her a fine soldier 
– persistence, discipline, commitment to a job well done, and 
a sense of responsibility for herself and others – made her an 
excellent student. Bri is currently in her third semester majoring in 
Elementary Education and is thriving in an academic environment 
that once held no appeal for her. Her 3.96 GPA surprises only her. 

“VUB provided support on the days I doubted 
my abilities and needed a listening ear.”

Locations

MSU Billings

1 program  
MSU Northern 
(based at  
MSU Billings)

155  
students 
served

Montana Outcomes
100% meet both low-income/first-generation eligibility

38% PSE placement rate within 1st year

98% showed impovement on standardized tests

46% of 2008 program grads graduated from PSE

(2017-2018 ED Annual Report Data)

MSU Northern

0% 100%

89% completed VUB educational program
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Student Support Services - 4 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/4-year projects is to 
increase college retention and graduation rates of participating 
students.  SSS provides opportunities for academic development, 
assists students with basic college requirements, and serves to 
motivate students towards the successful completion of PSE.  SSS 
may also provide grant aid to current participants who are receiving 
federal Pell Grants.  

Alyse Last Star
Alyse Last Star is Nakoda and Lakota 
from Eastern Montana. She married 
her high school sweetheart in 2004 
and the happy couple had two children 
together. Alyse attempted college in 
2005, but it was not a good fit – she 
failed all of her courses. Several years 
later, Alyse’s husband, the primary 
income provider in their household, was 
injured on the job and suffered major 
vision loss. This inspired Alyse to apply 

for college again, knowing that she would need a degree to improve 
her career options and income potential. Alyse enrolled at the 
University of Montana as a Psychology major with a minor in Native 
American Studies in the fall of 2014, motivated by an unwavering 
dedication to her family, and a passion for helping others. She is 
a fierce advocate for herself and her family, and has overcome 
many obstacles on her path toward a degree. She has mourned the 
loss of siblings, cousins, and close friends, has supported loved 
ones through physical and mental health challenges, and she has 
maintained her trademark positivity and resilience through it all. 
She is now on track to graduate in the Spring of 2019, and will be 
embarking on a Master’s of Social Work degree beginning in Fall 
2019. Alyse says “I am incredibly grateful and proud to be a TRiO 
SSS student and mentor. With these skills, I have been able to gain 
a 3.5 spring GPA and a 4.0 this fall.” 

“TRiO has helped me every step of the way, 
from study skills to balancing family, school, 
and work.”

Locations

Montana Outcomes

70% both low-income & first-generation 

79% persistence toward completion of degree

93% good academic standing

44% 6-year graduation rate

(Most Recent Annual ED Report Data Available)

MSU Billings

UM Missoula

MSU Northern

MT Tech

8 programs

1,794 
students 
served

UM Western

Rocky Mountain 
College

University of Great Falls

0% 100%

MSU Bozeman
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Student Support Services - 2 year
Purpose
The goal of Student Support Services (SSS)/2-year projects is 
to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants and facilitate the process of transition from one level 
of higher education to the next, particularly from 2-year degree 
programs to 4-year degree programs.  SSS may also provide grant 
aid to current participants who are receiving federal Pell Grants.  

Clarissa Stenstrom
Clarissa Stenstrom is a true leader 
and has come far from the shy, timid 
student when she first enrolled in 
college. At Salish Kootenai College 
(SKC), she served as a Family Support 
Specialist in the Partnership for 
Children and worked for the Center of 
Prevention and Wellness at SKC as the 
Violence Prevention Education Intern. 
During her employment, she helped to 
increase compliance with the Campus 
Save Act section of the Violence against 

Women Act of 2013. Clarissa was named the first Miss SKC and 
held the responsibility as the Head Woman Dancer and created 
the SKC Pow-Wow poster as her Capstone Project in Media Arts. 
That year she helped to raise over $11,000.00 for the event and 
sponsored a “Honoring Dress Makers” Contest and a Song Makers 
Hand Drum Special during the powwow. Clarissa excelled as a 
student and completed her capstone research on “Realizing Our 
Power: Tribal Youth Resiliency.” She received  multiple scholarships 
from the SKC Foundation, the Winnebago Tribe Higher Education 
Assistance Scholarship, Briar Diggs Scholarship for Artists, and the 
American Indian College Fund. Clarissa also received the SSS Grant 
Aid twice and was a Peer Mentor for Student Support Services. 
Clarissa earned her Bachelor’s of Social Work Degree from SKC in 
2018. Clarissa is currently enrolled at the prestigious Brown School 
of Social Work where she hopes to complete her Master’s degree 
before applying to Law school.

Locations

Montana Outcomes

71% both low-income & first-generation 

75% persistence toward degree or transfer

88% good academic standing

55% 4-year rate of graduation or transfer to a 4-year college

(Most Recent Annual ED Report Data Available)

Salish Kootenai College

Flathead Valley CC
Fort Peck CC 6 programs

1,211 
students 
servedHelena College

Chief Dull  
Knife College

Blackfeet CC

0% 100%
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McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
Purpose
The goal of The McNair Scholars Program is to promote equity 
in graduate school enrollment by encouraging the completion 
of doctoral degrees by low-income, first generation or 
underrepresented minority students.  The program facilitates each 
student’s successful application to graduate school and better 
equips them with confidence, knowledge and skills for meaningful 
and relevant contributions to their professional career endeavors.

Dewey Brooke
Dewey Brooke graduated from Montana 
State University in 2012 with highest 
honors with a degree in Biochemistry, 
all while being active and in excellent 
standing in the Honors College. Dewey 
came to college as a former Upward 
Bound student from Pony, MT. “Being 
a part of the TRIO family both in high 
school and college gave me confidence 
that I could achieve my career goals. 
I always knew I wanted to be a 

doctor and conduct meaningful research.”  As a McNair Scholar, 
Dewey worked on a research project exploring the mechanisms 
of phospholipase activity in adeno-associated virus particles 
using state of the art equipment like liquid-chromatography and 
mass spectrometry under the guidance of his McNair Mentor. 
Upon graduation, Dewey spent a year conducting research at 
the University of Alabama – Birmingham. Following this research 
internship, he applied and was accepted in to their MD/PhD 
Medical Scientist Training Program. “I am so thankful to have 
had the support of the McNair Program at MSU, I know that the 
services it provided made me a more confident and competent 
student.” With his projected graduation in 2023, Dewey will be the 
McNair Scholars Program first student to attain a MD/PhD.

“The McNair Scholars Program was 
instrumental in giving me the confidence and 
support I needed to pursue my goals.”

Locations

62% graduate school enrollment 

81% both low-income and first-generation
41% of students meet minority in graduate education eligibility

61% of McNair scholars in STEM are female

(2016-2017 ED Annual Report Data)

1 program

149 
students 
served to 
dateMSU Bozeman

Montana Outcomes

0% 100%

73% of McNair scholars in STEM 
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TRIO in Montana
Program Location Students Funding
Student Support Services - 4 year
  Montana State University Billings 258 $355,281
  Montana State University Northern 240 280,744
  Montana Technological University 120 242,136
  Montana State University Bozeman 140 242,136
  Rocky Mountain College 250 320,242
  University of Great Falls 230 317,664
  University of Montana Missoula 375 448,731
  University of Montana Western 160 272,496

     Program Total 1,773 2,479,530

Student Support Services - 2 year
  Blackfeet Community College 170 324,492
  Chief Dull Knife College 90 155,617
  Flathead Valley Community College 350 355,740
  Fort Peck Community College 175 297,774
  Salish Kootenai College 230 321,295
  Helena College, University of Montana 140 242,136

     Program Total 1,155 1,697,054

Student Support Services Combined Total 2,928 4,176,584

Educational Talent Search
  Montana Office of the Commissioner of Higher 
  Education

1,287 660,115

  Montana State University Billings 600 303,643
  Montana Technological University 510 257,994

     Program Total 2,397 1,221,752

McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
  Montana State University Bozeman 25 242,136

Program Location Students Funding
Classic Upward Bound
  Fort Belknap Indian Community 77 356,386
  Montana State University Billings 77 401,441
  Salish Kootenai College 87 438,316
  University of Montana Missoula 77 411,456
  Montana Technological University 69 356,846

     Program Total 387 1,964,445

Veteran’s Upward Bound
  Montana State University Northern 155 375,311

Math Science Upward Bound
  Montana Technological University 60 315,155

Upward Bound Combined Total 602 2,654,911

Grand Total for 25 programs 5,952 $8,295,383
(FY 2018 US Department of Education Data from Federal TRIO Website )


