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Message from the President

Greetings ASPIRE,

As many of you are aware Upward Bound is turning 50! We have been encouraged to
promote this significant event within our communities, as well as our institutions because
this is a great cause for celebration. This gives us the opportunity to promote the history
of TRI Ods OFirst Programé as well as pro
who have succeeded in this program. Upward Bound, as well as the rest of our TRIO
programs have made the difference in the lives ofio@ome, firstgeneration student and
students and students with disabilities. This is the opportunity to engage with your institu-
tion, with your state and regional association, and your own alumni to make this year a significant year one
that will be remembered.

Please keep in mind that there is an Upward Bounti Afniversary video competition. The competition is

open to all Upward Bound Projects (UB/Veterans Upward Bound/Upward Bound Math/Science). In the even
that you decide to take advantage of this competition it is encouraged that the video occur during the Sum-
mer 2014 Program, in addition to your planned curriculum. VUB programs can begin any time after they reg-
ister for the contest online at COE. The videos will be due by Friday, July 25, 2014. Online applications are
available on the COE websitwvw.coenet.us

Additionally, if vyou ar?annglCanfencnce in Septemberdd2@14, gleaseg C
be aware that the room block is now open, and you will want to make your room reservations as soon as
possible. The location will be at the Marriott Wardman Hotel, located at 2660 Woodley Rd, NW, Washing-
ton DC.

Last, please be aware that this yeards ASPI RE Co
tober 12"-15". We are in the process of completing registration at this time, and will notify you via your

state presidents. However, please check the ASPIRE website periodically (aspireonline.org) to make sure th
you have up to date information. This yeards co
gional board just completed our May 2014 Board Meeting where we had the opportunity to tour the commu-
nity, and see the venue planned for the conference. We look forward to having to having a great conference
and would ask that you initiate your plans on attending. This conference committee has been hard at work
to ensure that this conference will be a great opportunity for professional development. We look forward to
seeing as many of our TRIO professional attend as possible.

Craig Harter


http://www.coenet.us
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News from Utah

ASPIRE Utah TRIO Achievers

Three outstanding students were selected to be the ASPIRE Utah TRIO Achievers fe2Q043 They
were honored on March 14 during the Utah State Conference hosted by and held at Salt Lake Community

College.

Johna Kay Andreason

My name is Johna Kay Andreason. | am thirty years old. Also, | am

a divorced, singlenother with three bright and beautiful little

girls. They are, by far, my greatest joy. We live in Kanarraville,

Utah. | became divorced when | was twetfitye and was left to

be the head of household for our little family. After much struggle
and searching in my life, | enrolledithe at Southern Utah Uni-
versity at the age of twentgight. Being a first generation, ron
traditional, singlenother student has its challenges, but | know |

am setting an example for my daughters. | know we will have a
brighter future, and this path is leading me to an indescribable,
passionate place within myselHf
When | was informed about Student Support Services, it was nothing short of the miracle. Upon my enroll-
ment, my father had been diagnosed with cancer and underwent major surgery. My mother was diagnosed
with cancer the next year and had a double mastectomy among other health problems. This left my family
support system unable to help me financially. | have also found it difficult to find steady employment that fits
into our busy schedules and still allows time to be a mother. Student Support Services not only made it fi-
nancially possible for me to have enough fuel money to make it to my classes and get through times of fi-
nancial hardship, but they provided the foundation in Mathematics that | would need to go forward and gain
confidence in my education. | plan on getting a degree in Engineering with a minor in English. My cumulativ
GPA is 3.90, and my name has been i ncluded on tt
lack the availability to accept because of responsibilities at home. Student Support Services helps me live r
dream, and makes it possible to keep living it.

Alexandra Engel

Al ex joined Dixie Stateds Upward Bound program ¢
and both were |iving in St. George, so she went
3.0513 GPA when she was admitted to Upward Bound and had a career goal of interior design. Alex grad-
uated high school in December 2013 with a 3.406 GPA. During her 3 years in Upward Bound, not only did

her GPA increase, but she took hard classes: AP Literature, MATH 1010, Chemistry, FIN 1750 (Personal
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Finance), POLS 1100, CIS 1200, PSYCH 1010, LIB 1010. She found out her mot
was moving to SLC for career advancement before the end of the semester, so s
graduated early and applied to the University of Utah. She moved with her mothe
to SLC in December and was accepted to the University of UT. She is currently §
tending the University of Utah (Spring semester) and is working towards a Degref
Communi cati ons. She attributes her i
has drastically changed my life in a positive way. It has given me hope for collegd N

has raised my standards for my educa

Micah Toaheedli Daniels

Mi cah joined San Juan High School 0s
2010 at the age of 13. She has been very active in her participation in ETS.
She has been on college field trips and actively works with her advisor to
make sure she is ready to attend college and succeed. Micah was born in
Wyoming and moved to Utah when she was in the second grade. She at-
tended elementary school at Montezuma Creek Elementary and in the be-
ginning, struggled to fit in with the other students. She felt isolated, consid-
ering she was from the Arapaho tribe in a predominately Navajo school.

But soon her upbeat personality and friendly demeanor won over many
friends. She now attends San Juan High School and is a shining example to
other students. She is a true leader and a perfect example of what hard

work and persistence can accomplish. She also started a club that helps
other struggling Native American students academically so they can succeed
in school and life. She loves Math and Science and was chosen to attend the
(MS)2 program in Andover. While at this program she was chosen to be

the cultural sharing leader for all Native American tribes. Most importantly is Micah's ability to spread cheer
and happiness wherever she goes. She is constantly smiling and laughing and only talks positively about o
ers. She will go far in life with her caring attitude and her incredible work ethic. Micah will be attending
Dartmouth this fall with her older sister Melanie (another San Juan High ETS student), whom is also attend-
ing Dartmouth.
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Southern Utah Universify SSS

Southern Utah Universityds Student Support Servi
awards during a special luncheon held on Friday, April 4th.

Adjila Boubacar
| am so thankful for the Student Support Center at SUU. When | first ca
her e, I had many fears and anxi e
or what | needed to do to even get started. My academic advisor sugges
that | talk to John Shafer about math classes; this was the best thing | ha
ever done. Learning that they had a tutoring center right outside the clas
room put my fears at ease! It took me two years and many, many hours if
the math lab to complete all of my math classes, but once | finished | kng
could do anything because | had gotten through the hardest part: MATH.
One of the happiest days of my college career was finding out | had
passed 1050 with a B! | never thought that | could do that, but hav-
ing the help of Lohra Wolden and the tutors helped me realize that
| could do hard things. | have always struggled with matH? in 7
grade | was in the lowest math class my school offered, which really
lowered by seHesteem about my ability to do math. Ever since then
| knew math would be a struggle for me. | was so thankful for Mark
Leavitt and Lohra Wolden who helped me realize that just because
math didndt come easy to me did
was stupid. They built up my confidence, which helped me through
the rest pf my college career and now | am graduating in May with a
tr \I]\,,O th Lmado?;;s g\PHg%eylrhegggt amcﬁwotépltallty Management! | never could
have done it without the help of the Student Support Center.

Mat h Spe
Adjila B
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Jacyln Edwards
First and foremost, | would like to thank God for the immense privilege He has gg
en me with the greatest education opportunity | could ever dream for. His neverf
ending grace, provision, protection, and mercy have strengthened me through t
wonderful people and institutions in my liféf's a great honor to have been select-
ed for this award. Although | was born in Utah, | was raised in Niger (Africa) and
came back to pursue a degree in Political Science and Sociology with a certifica

International Relations. :

Coming to Southern Utah University was addleanging event. It was one thing to| -
dream of a higher education, and another to achieve it. The struggles and challg-"
were much more than | had imagined. Just before starting college, | lost my beloved

father, and my mom was going through hardship to care for her eight children. The language barrier made
college a significant struggle at first, and | also had to support myself and family.

Growing up in Africa, education was not given to me on a silver platter. | was taught that without an educa-
tion you really could not make it in the world. Education was the key to the future. | learned@artlye

value of a solid education from my parents. I'm so grateful that | did not complete my journey here alone.
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Numerous SUU faculty and staff have supported me, especially Student Support Services, where through
math support, warm smiles, financial assistance, and genuine care | kept up the courage to be away from n

family and keep trying harder and to finally see my dream come true!

Matt VanBlaricom

I would like to take a moment to discuss what the Student Support Ce
ter on SUU campus has done for me. When | first came to college | er
ed up in the Student Support Center offices by mistake. After speaking
with John | ended up getting tested to place me in math. | would like t
say that Mark Leavitt has helped me enormously by teaching me cong
in mathematics that have not only stuck with me but continue to exparj
Thanks to the wonderful help of all my instructors and support staff at
the Student Support center | have decided to become an elementary
teacher who specializes in mathematics. Every member of the team
helped me at one time or another. Mark taught me to enjoy math and still continues to teach me more.
Lohra taught me the advanced algebra concepts that took me into calculus. She still teaches me by having
me grade assignments. Lynne helps me with navigation of college and the minefield it can be. John taught 1
about thesis statements and | would have taken an English class from him anytime. To celebrate my succe:
is to celebrate these wonderful people who have given me the vision and ambition to become a very pas-
sionate teacher.

Teri Crawford
When | divorced at age thirty, | knew | needed major changes in my life. Becoming
nancially independent required an education. Entering college was the scariest de|:
| ever made. | had to face my fears of not being smart enough and the possibility g
failing. Prior to entering SUU, | was diagnosed with ADHD and a hearing impairmg
which helped me understand my struggle with school while growing up and why |
nét as successful as | could have be:¢
knew that | had a chance to attain my goal.

As a nontraditional student and mother of three amazing girls, | knew that school
not going to be easy. | was blessed to have Student Support Services help me. S
given me much more than just a place to take my tests; it has provided me with gwdance help scheduling
classes, advice on English papers, and awesome math tutors. For the first time in my life, | believed | was
smart enough to succeed. My new confidence began with Math 0990. My professor believed in me when |
di dndét believe in myself. W th a | ot of hard wor
love for learning. SSS is friendly faces; people who care about you and your future, and who help you suc-
ceed.

I have learned much about myself and what | am capable of. | have been challenged more than | ever imag
ined possible, and not only did | survive, | succeeded! | am graduating in May with a Bachelor of Science in
Biology and a secondary education license. | am so grateful for all the help | have been given by the wonde
ful people at SSS. Thank You!
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Southern Utah University l ] l ] UNIVERSITY

TRIO Talent Search News

New Staff Member

We are happy to have Miranda Williams as our
new advisor at Beaver High School. Miranda is a
Beaver High Alumnus and is passionate about
students pursuing their education after high
school. She is excited to get to know all of her
students and has already pulled off some amazing
workshops!

Smarty Pants

Kori Cox Corbridge, an ETS graduate from Valley High School in 2010
was named Southern Utah University’s Valedictorian this year! Kori
was an excellent, highly sought after Math tutor for the SUU SSS
program. She was an outstanding student and will be teaching Math at
Canyon View High School in Cedar City, Utah this fall.

Two Utah ASPIRE Board Members Graduate

ETS Director and Utah ASPIRE Past President, Tami Shugart (right) and
ETS Advisor and Utah ASPIRE Secretary, Lisa Livingston (left) both
graduated Summa Cum Laude from Southern Utah University with a
Masters in Public Administration. Congratulations!!

In other News....
High Achieving High School Seniors

85 of our 85 ETS high school seniors
will be graduating at the end of May!
24 of those 85 were named Sterling
Scholars at their high schools!
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USU Blanding Campus Talent Search Students Attend NLSC

LastJuneg the Council for Opportunity held its 24AAnnual National Student Leadership Congress (NSLC?.
event brought 150 Upward Boundpward Bound Math/Sciencand Talent Search students from 25 state:
Puerto Rico, and Guam to Washington, [P@rticipantsn NSLC wererising juniorsandseniors whavere
nominated by their TRIO Directors because of their leadership potenhal.
Educational Talent Sear¢BTS)program atUtah State University Blanding Campus
nominated and sefiur studentgo participateRiva Thompsor&
Melanie Daniels from San Juan Hi§ehoolin Blanding and
Donna Snow& Layton Callfrom Grand County Higlschoolin
Moah

fiLast summewas the firstime everthatour ETS studentswvere
able toparticipate datedJ a mi Bayl es, Iti€sd .
important thabur studenthave the opportunity to meet witt
our state representativasddiscuss educational issubsit
the studentsra currently facing Thefour students that
attendedast summehadsuch a positive experience, and
excited to be able to send four more students to participe
thisyearo

'h‘ , During their week in Washington, the students stayed at
R American University and participatéd interactiveworkshops
‘ \ on conflict resolution They alsattended discussions abou
\ A college, visited the museums of the Smithsonian Institutic
_ ‘1 went on historical and cultural taof Washington, DC, ani
L~ 1 attended a performance at the Kennedy Cefitez.student:
’ ?A thenwent to Capitol Hillandvisited withtheir Members of
Congress and advocdtr TRIO programs.One of the
highlights of NSLCwasthe Mock Congress whick
Melani® wasdesigned to extend the values of democracy
citizen participation by engaging the students
activities that address current issues of conckrn
the Mock Congress, the students examhiti@rent
o ;. issues and discusdviewpoints for and against the
wr-ln front  issue. Theyvere required toesearch, write, debat
"~ and develop bills of legislaticand then pesent the
bill to the fullstudenti Co n g.r e s s 0

Some of the bills introducddstyear included violence in video games, whether privacy in social |

should be protected, the question of whe er
obesity poblem, and same sex marriage. The students really enjoyed the research
involvedwhich enable them to argue both sides of the issue

e

When asked what their favorite part was during the NSLC, Riva sfatelk et i n g
people learning new things aboutonra t i o n ¢ and atsa rpeetin@aur stéte

representativesThisexperienceissoent hi ng | wi | | never forg¥vt.o
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Weber State University SSS Participard Honored at Commencement

An excerpt fromAbelardo Saucedo, Weber State
University Student Assiation Clubs and Organizatior
Vice President, SSS participant, and studgraduate

s peaker cammentSndaesemonies held on
April 25th.

‘ "A young boy gew up in a home where at times mor
h '\ > was scarce. #d family could barely afford the
{ AR \ necessities of life. Yet his family and especially his
Abelardo Saucedo mother believed that if he wanted to go to college he
BT DAV E R could go and ecomplish
A \ what she never could.

So this young man
would defy the odds by learning English, working from a young age
and getting a multiple scholarships to go to college.

fiwhile in college, he would become a Vice President of the student
association, see in university boards and committees, worla ’
presidential campaign, intern with the United States Semadiefinally 4
graduate shortly after taking the oath of allegiance to officially beco w
citizen of the United States of America. 7

il
‘\‘\

. : . . . o)
fiFor him,for me , it wa s npaft of nyuAsnericam d r

Dream fulfilled here at Weber State Universitjust one story, out of
thousands of stories, waiting to be written by each one of you."

In addition, three SSS graduates were awarded Kente @lothghe
WSU Multicultural Centefor their contributions and dedication to the
center. The traditional Kente Cloth is a hamolven ceremonial article of
clothing originating from the country of Ghana. It is a visual icon of his
philosophy, ethicsand social code of conduct that an individual strives
represent. Within the academic world, Kente Cloths have been used t
recognize individuals who have developed and embodieddlaés of the
organization who awards thendayrod Garretfpictured left) Tashina
Barber, and Leontra Hilvere awarded for their excellence through helpi
others and having actively participated in making Weber State a better
university for all students and their community

WEBER STATE
UNIVERSITY
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VUB Student is Committed to Helping Fellow Veterans WEBER STATE

By Yulia Goff, Veterans Upward Bound, Weber State University UNIVERSITY
Randy Wilsori' Director

Anthony Bazaoriginally from the island of Guam, joined the Army in 2007,
immediately after high school graduation. In 2009, he was deployed to Iraq in
support of Iragi Freedom. In 2011, Anthony was promoted to the rank of serge
and was placed in charge of seveldirs in his squad. He departed active duty 1
years ago and transferred to the Utah Army National Guard. The transfer from
duty to part time has allowed Anthony to pursue his education and to accompl
goal in a timely manner.

Leavinga welkpaid job in the military to become a poor struggling college stud:
was a hard transition to make. Yet Anthony knew it was the right move for him
because returning to active duty as an officer means better opportunities and i

pay. Anthonyemhasi zes: Al knew that in or
futur e, I had to invest in my educa
Balancing school, work, and military schedul e

However, Anthony relies on imaginationijtfg and hard work to overcome and break through the hardest
obstacles in life. Anthony explains:

fi remember sitting at my security desk in a
the military. That vision inspired me tedp moving forward, even if success seemed out of reach. That \
uplifted me and | began to have faith that | would graduate even if | was struggling. A year ago | was a
and working as a security guard. Today, | am a counselor working with gdylluth and | will be graduatir
with my bachelors in Criminal Justice with a

Anthony adds that vision and faith are not enough. He had to work hard, too: wake up earlier, be the fi
class, gy at school longer, find a math tutor, and continue to keep trying even if he was failing.

Math was the biggest obstacle Anthony faced in college. He failed two math classes, and there were ti
felt like giving up. Even though he studied for mdmours, he still fell short of a passing grade. Anthony is
grateful for Dani el Kiser, VUB math instructo
extremely difficult for him to pass his required math classes.

Anthony has made great progse but he has already set even higher goals. He will begin the Masters of
Work (MSW) program at the University of Utah this fall. The MSW degree will enable Anthony to obtai
professional license and to practice psychotherapy/counseling inlittagymipon graduation. Anthony has a
deeply personal reason for choosing this path:

AWhen | was in Iraqg, three soldiers in my unit committed suicide. It was disturbing to know that my unit
strong enough to survive a deployment, but not strong ertoumlercome mental health issues and avoid
losing soldiers to suicide. My goal is to return back to the military as a therapist/counselor to help soldi
through hard times. 0

Anthony is one of many students at VUB who remains committed to helpthgugporting fellow veterans
and active military members, even as they face great challenges in their personal life. As staff membel
honor and pleasure to serve you and witness the camaraderie among our program participants. We wi
Anthony the best of luck as he begins this new chapter, and we are confident he will succeed.
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Westminster College McNair celebrates student i
achievements g |
U, P
The McNair Scholars Program at Westminster College has a lot to WESTMINSTER
celebrate this springin March, we received word that neuroscience
major, Chrond\u was selected as a 2014
Goldwater ScholarThis scholarship supports
high achieving students who will pursue
research careers in math, science or
engineering.Chrono aspires to build a brain
computer interface using artificial intelligence ‘
and EEG telenology that will allow paralyzed 4
individuals to use computers with easéu

. TECHTALK

can learn more about his research from a receliRit - YLl L TUN—————- |

interview with KSL -

Graduate acceptance season has come and gone
andour graduating seniors have made decisions ¢
the next step in their academic journey:
Jasmin AlvesUniversity of Southern California,
PhD Program in Biomedical and Biological
SciencesMerima BeganovicWashington
| University in St. Louis, Energ¥nvironmental

| and Chemical Engineering PhD progrdduke
Cruz Ohio University, Philosophy MA program
Katrina EnglandSUNY Binghamton University,
Social, Political, Ethical and Legal Philosophy
PhD programCourtney Hammond®h i o St at e U ng, GeadersandtSgxualityvo
Studies MA programHelen MakhdoumainUniversity of lllinois at Urbang&hampaign,
Literature MA/PhD progranDomingo Madrigal University of Texas at Austin, The New
Writers Project MFA prograpPaige MartinezUniversity of Conneticut, Social Psychology
PhD programWendolens RuandJniversity of Utah, Education Leachip & Policy MEd
program;Carolina Silva Washington State University, Cultural Studies and Social Thought in
Education PhD prograntthel TackieYarboi awaiting rotice frompost baccalaureatesearch
programs andDexter ThomasUniversity of Utah, Social Psychology PhD program

Lastly, several of our seniors were recognized as
Outstanding Students in their department.
Katrina EnglandPhilosophy Courtney Harmond
Gender Studies and Psychology Resedddmingo
Madrigal English Creative WritingHelen
Makhdoumian English Literary Studiesand
Carolina Silva Service in Psychology

Araceli Frias, Program Coordinator for TRIO
Mc Nair at Westminster
working with these students over the year and it is
rewarding to know that their hard work continues tg
pay off . o0
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DIXIE STATE
UNIVERSITY

HTH GRADE NORTHERN UTAH TOUR 2014

We had the privilege of presentation that wowed  a grand tour of the Uni-
taldng our Juniors on a our students and got versity of Utah. They also
northern Utah college them exrited about possi-  have many new buildings
tour this February. We ble STEM majors. & educational epportumni-
bad worries of bad weath- ties each year but the
down the road
erimthe begimingbur S i i ioe o highlight for our smdens
even mother nature co- WEﬂEltﬂlEj"]‘Ja"i"E e has to be hunch at The
operated to make this one ctate of the art buildi Fie, located just off cam-
of our most memorable 1nd educational offerines. pus.;-isjuucanieefmn
college tours yet. the pizza below we all
They gave us a great tour!

We stopped first at The had plenty to eat!

L the That evening we also had

a oultmral experience

Cm""”:‘“‘%“"’“ planmed for the stadents.
ﬁmpus B‘nghamﬂm We gave them time in
oung, ¥- downtown Salt Lake Ci
mmﬂwma tnmmﬂ:eﬁt}'ﬁafq
g;reftnppnmnntj'fctnm Center 2 well a5 the
[unu:rr of to geta brand new MNamral Histo-
g]n_npﬁe o ata rv Museum of Utzh.
major university looks Wi . )
hike. MNext, we participat- o :
ad in 2 BYLI sciemee We finished our trip with

WE rovE (i STUDENTSI
e e =i b
fanding huve really afected o FOE o  alive md well hecioe : =mﬂ:i:-u.'ni'1‘5.i.ﬂ}—w!ﬂd1
ETS "ﬁm:ﬂm{ ETS has the suppart of the Uni- mzmmm
i versiy, Schocl Disrict mmd the sl
kmor 2ach one perzomilly md individml bigh schoal: md msddle g i progr
e bearthredking, yet the students  wpe are o fortenate! 1 bear from TRiO really does
murve Forward with remendoos ather school that they do not

that our propram receives.
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News from Wyoming

Wyoming Educational Access Day is a day when TRIO, and GEAR UP, students from all across Wyo-
ming have the opportunity to connect with their legislators in Cheyenne. Traditionally, students from Up-
ward Bound, Student Support Services and McNair, along with some Cheyenne GEAR UP students, are rey
resented on this day. This year the tide chan@ddr the first time ever Wyoming ASPIRE was able to send
Educational Opportunity Center students, from outside the Cheyenne area, to participate in Wyoming Edu-
cational Access Day! Noticing the importanceatifstudents and their individual stories and uniqueness that
may set them apart from their peers is crucial to connecting with legisla&@sknowledging what our nen
traditional students represent (i.8.tax paying citizens, or potential tax paying citizens, who vote) was a pri-
mary reason for this focus on providing these students access to their state legislators.

Conrad Nuanes lll, former Cheyenne UB student, atteng
ed d traveling, in a snowstorm of course, from Torring-
ton, Wyoming. Conrad is a unique student who attende
Bluegrass Community and Technical College in Kentuc
prior to enrolling in Eastern Wyoming Community Col-
lege in Spring 2014. Not only did Conrad show up

0dressed to i mpress, d he
dents in attendance and with the state legislators he wag
able to meet. Conrad has been accepted to the Univer
ty of Wyoming, and will begin attending classes in Lara
in the Fall of 2014 Conrad is also a Hathaway Scholar-
ship recipient and was recognized by UB with the TRIO
Heart Award in 2012.

) ) _ Wyoming Educational Accesdbgather Webb Springer
Daniel Uptain traveled from Casper, Wyoming to attend(EOC Coordinator), Conrad Nuanes lll (EOC Student) and

Wyoming Educational Access Day. Daniel is a current Kenneth Stacy (EOC Coordinator)

Casper College student and has recently submitted his ap-

plication for the Craig and Susan Thomas Foundation Scholarship. When Daniel was first introduced to the
EOC programs he was in a mock interview program
e n e rdoghis éelfproclaimed description has served him well! Dan-

iel was engaged and invested in his time spent in Cheyenne for Educa-
tional Access Day as a result of his commitment to capitalizing on

this experience, Daniel has been asked to be a keynote speaker at the
SOAR Conference at the University of Wyoming in August 2014!

In addition to the two EOC students mentioned above, Devyn Nu-
anes, former UB student and current Laramie County Community
College student, and Adam Guinn, enrolled at Laramie County Com-
munity College Spring Semester 2014, were also in attendance.

Wyoming Educational AccessdMzniel Uptain (EOC Student) and Senator
John C. Schiffer (Wyoming State Legislator)
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University of Wyoming

Upward Bound

The Project Coordinator, Lori BrowaANirth (Regional ASPIRE Secretary), for the University of Wyoming

Upward Bound and Upward Bound Math Science programs in Casper, Wyoming was excited to host 112
people at the annual Awards Ceremony on May 15, 2014.

This special event honored students for their mar
accomplishments throughout the school year, in-
cluding high school graduation, volunteer efforts |

and making it through another school year!

Presenters included Scholarship Specialist, Lisa
Goss from Casper College, Richard Thompson
from the Educational Opportunity Centers, Rob
Johnston from Project Regain, and Lisa Brown fr

Gear Up.

Attendees included Upward Bound and Upward
Bound Math Science students and family memb

as well as school counselors from the area.

April 23, 2014 If ever a student exemplifies the goals of the McNair Scholars Fgmssu=
gram, it isJosh Heyer a University of Wyoming student from Windsor, Colo., wh TR
will graduate this spring with a triple major in geography, environment and natur

Along the way, he has earned numerous honors for his academic accomplishm
including selection as an EPSCoR Fellow and as a student speaker at the UW | 75~
Cornr

New students were also welcomed into the pro-
gram. It was an awesome, educational event cele-
brating education!

McNair Scholars Program

e /; :

Photo taken at Casper UB Award Ceremony May 18, 2014

Sarah Cameron, (lefindside, dark hair), senior UB student
who plans to attend Casper College in the Fall.

Paige Cameron, (righnhdside, blonde hair), 2012 UB gradu-
ate who just completed her first year of college; Paige at-

tended the National Student Leadership Congress in 2012,

her team won first place with their presentation at NSLC.

UW Student Receives NSF Graduate Research Fellowship

resources, and Spanish.

|l ege of
uating seniors.

Arts

and Sciences

Honor s

To top it off, he is the only UW student this year to be awarded a National Science Foundation Research
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(NSF) Fell owshi p, one of the nationds most highl
other things, a thregyear annual $32,000 stipend; a $12,000 @dstducation allowance; and international
research and professional development opportunities.

Heyer credits McNair Scholars Program administrators Zackie Salmon and Susan Stoddard for helping build
his foundation for success. The McNair program prepares promising undergraduate students from groups
traditionally underrepresented in graduate education to enter and complete a doctoral degree pro§eam.
vices include a research internship, mentoring from UW faculty members, academic support and tutoring,
and assistance with the graduate school application process.

Heyer qualified for the McNair program as a figggneration college student, as neither of his parents hold a
college degree.

0Zackie and Susan have pointed me in the right d
di viduals on campus, 6 Heyer says. oO0During my McN
write research manuscripts and prepare for gradu

Salmon and Stoddard were not the only ones who helped Heyer achieve his academic goals. UW Depart-
ment of Geography faculty members J.J. Shinker, associate professor, and Tom Minckley, assistant profess
also provided outstanding mentorship, Heyer says.

0J.J. has guided me during my undergraduate rese
Mc Nair and EPSCoR drt.erMisrhd kplse yo theaes skhaggesn very he
as well as employing me during the summer workin
0Josh has excelled in both the McNair Scholars P

sign to acquiring data, learning analyses and mapping tools, and completing the research by submitting a m:
uscript to a peer-review journal,6 says Shinker, who mentored Heyer in both projects. dbsh has seamlessly
integrated skills from his majors to identify and understand the causes and impacts of drought along the U.S
and Mexico border. | feel lucky to have had the opportunity to work with such a great student and look for-
ward to seeing his career grow. 6

Others cited by Heyer for their support and guidance are Carl Legleiter, geography assistant professor; UW
Haub School of Environment and Natural Resources lecturers Maggie Bourque and Courtney Carlson; and
UW Department of Modern and Classical Languages faculty members Emily Hind and Kevin Larsen.

About the NSF Fellowship

More than 2,000 students received fellowships from among more than 14,000 applicants for NSF Graduate
Research Fell owships this year Clinkhe prel LabgScale a@mas-d | s
pheric Dynamics unit.

The program ensures the vitality and diversity o
ing outstanding graduate students who are pursuing resdaaskd master's and doctoral degrees in fields
within NSF's mission.

Heyer has accepted a graduate assistantship at the University of Utah, where he will research how climate
mechanisms- in the atmosphere and at the surfaeecontrol drought conditions in arid environments. After
completing his master of science degree, he plans to use NSF support to apply at universities in several Spe
ish-speaking countries to begin work on his Ph.D. degree.



=) ASPIRATIONS 16

Drogy AR

Lander Student Named Top Graduating Woman at UW

April 25, 2014ii  Melanie Vigil, who will graduate in May with a double major in gen
der and women's studies and global and area studies, is the recipient of the Rose
Martha Spitaleri Award as the University of Wyoming's outstanding graduating wo
The award, established in 1964, recognizes Vigil for exhibiting the finest leadership
demic integrity and citizenship qualities. Patrick Rodgers of Casper receiv@obire
Award, honoring the outstanding graduating man.

Vigil is the daughter of Rubel and Chris Vigil of Lander. Her major focuses on issue
human rights, and she frequently does volunteer work on campus, in Laramie and
around the state. She has been call ed
er . o

With an endorsement from the UW Honors Programher achievements as an outstanding student were
acknowledged by her nomination for the Wyoming Woman Distinction Awardjuction to the Internation-

al Studies Honor Society; and being named to eit
Roll every semester she attended UW.

As an aide to Albany County Rep. Cathy Connolly during the recent state legislative session, Vigil was a liai-
son for the representativeds soci al bills, inclu
nondiscrimination. One of her shining moments at UW, she says, was to organize students on campus to cal
their representatives and ask them to support Co

OWor king at the Legislature has truly been 1ife
voi ce. Il am very passionate about spreading this
strongly advocate for more people of color and women to get involved in the Wyoming political process, and
|l ook forward to recruiting more students into th

Those strong qualities are why Connolly, directo
selected Vigil as a legislative aide.

0She was responsible for the difficult task of o
charged bills- the antthuman trafficking bill and the pigay rights bills- both of which required her to train

students to testify and | obby rather than to sto
individuals and groups involved feel not only knowledgeable of the process and how to achieve success, but
also to feel that they were valued members of th

Vigil also volunteered in several student organizations, and is involved in the McNair Scholars Program, whic
encourages underrepresented students to seek higher education degrees; she plans to enroll in graduate
school at UW. Her oacampus, community and state work make her want to succeed, says another nomina-
tor.

oOMel ani e personifies what an outstanding graduat
tivated, caring | eader who has made me proud and
Brian Romero, Multicultural Affairs Office project coordinator.


http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2014/04/casper-student-named-uws-top-graduating-man.html
http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2014/04/casper-student-named-uws-top-graduating-man.html
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Vigil says she will use her UW education and volunteer work as a stepping stone to the next phase of her
career.

0These past four years have allowed me to grow a
tinue my education at UW, 06 she says. o0Through be

learned that engaging oneself in their surroundings is the recipe for success, both personally, academically
and professionally. o

News from Montana

Montana ASPIRE Partners with other College Access Programs

On April 28-30", Montana ASPIRE, Montana College Access Network (MCAN), and Gear up Programs

partnered to provide a quality conference in Gre
nate we were to engage in quality, professional development opportunities! Our partners and colleagues
were able to participate in | earning more about

education from the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education, Montana Career Information System
(MCIS), Graduation Matters, and Montana College Access Network Gap Analysis. We could not have asket
for a better lineup of speakers/presenters that included our Montana State Governor, Steve Bullock, Legis-
lator Amanda Curtis, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Denise Juneau, Student Assistance Foundation,
Adina Glickman from Stanfordods Resilient Project

cich and more!

Of course, our conference wouldndt be as meaning
Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation for funding our student awards banquet by providing a $5000
grant. Awardees included Kari Roat and Patti Guslanr8&F Achievers; Trudy Carey and Robert Daniels
-TRIO Achievers, Isiah Murie, and , Adrien Wagner, Gear UP Achievers. The awards banquet is certainly a
testimonial to the purpose and success of our programs and honors our students who strive to become ed-

ucated citizens. Our students are awesome!

Other important TRIO news is ASPIRE voted to accept tyaar terms for our President and Secretary/
Treasurer positions. Yes, youoOre stuck with Dar
ASPIRE Presidegfdect from MSU Billings SSS Program and Tonya Gunkel, MSUB Upward Bound. Thanks

ladies for stepping up to the plate to serve ASPIRE!

Senator Tester has graciously accepted to write
tion in this newsletter!

ASPI RE member s, dono6ét forget to renew your membe

Lastly, as your state President, please contact me if you are not receiving my emails so | can add you to the
list serve. @arlene.samson@umontana.g@ds well, | appreciate your input about how our Association is

meeting your needs.

Thanks!
Darlene Samson, Montana ASPIRE State President


mailto:darlene.samson@umontana.edu
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Senator Jon Tester: We must i nvest

May 14, 2014
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Dan Malessa

Deputy Communications Director
U.S. Senator Jon Tester

0: (202) 228371

C: (202) 358784
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Montana State University

MONTANA Montana State University

STATE UNIVERSITY

ot Semotare Progam Mountains, Minds & McNair Scholars

The McNair Scholars Program (MSP) at Montana State Univ@s#gman is one of the premier and na-

tionally recognized undergraduate programs on campus. The essence of our program is to successfully com
bine faculty mentoring, undergraduate (UG) research, and academic support services for students whose
families have not traditionally participatedinpesse condary education. We are
cess; we are embarking in on our 5th year at MSU in preparing talented students for graduate school. Al-
ready it is clear that structured UG research and scholarly experiences provided through programs like MSP
are a superb way to engage students academically and encourage them to successfully pursue doctoral en-
deavors with competence and confidence. Following are some of the highlights the MSU McNair Scholars
Program would like to share with all of our TRIO Family in the ASPIRE community and beyond.
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MSU McNair Scholars group photo after enjoying an evening lecture by Carl McNair, January 1, 2014.

An evening with Carl McNair: Carl S. McNair, CEO and President of McNair Achievement Programs, and
brother of Dr. Ronald E. McNair, was guest speaker at the Montana State UniveBsizeman Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Evening Lecture on January 21, 2014. The event veg®rsored by the MSU McNair
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Scholars Progranwiww.montana.edu/mcnajr the Diversity Awareness Office, and the Office of the Prov-
ost.

With approximately 300 people in attendance, Mr. McNair relayed the challenges he and his brother Ronald
endured growing up in South Carolina during segregation. In a fun and interesting connection to Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. an&tar TrekMr. McNair explained how his brother Ronald was inspired to become an astro-
naut because of the television serigtar Trekhat they would watch weekly as a family, particularly because
of Nichelle Nichol&s portrayal of Lieutenant Uhu
ols considered | eaving the show thinking her rol
sider because her portrayal of an African American woman in a scientific and leadership position of power

was inspiring for all African Americans.

In showing the audience photographs of both the Space Shuttle Challenger and Columbia astronauts and
pointing out the diversity represented, he expressed that this is what Ronald would have wanted to see and

what Dr. Kingo6s dthe@untrywarsng togetadr dng woekihgotagether.

The ASMSWExponems pl oaded the following video to YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwhETZShWLg

Ot her press from Carl
to Montana in January:

The Bozeman Daily Chroniclattp://
www.bozemandailychronicle.com/
news/montana_state_university/
article_d8e4dfc®B2ff11e3977+

0019bb2963f4.html

MSU Exponent Newspaper:

MAR“N LUTHER KINE JR http://msuexponent.com/2014/01/23/

americaenterpriseinspiringdiversity/
LECTURE . pirnhg Y

TUESDAY. JANUARY 21. 2014
6:00 PM SUB BALLROOM A
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

FEATURING:
CARL MCNAIR.

CED AND PRESIDENT OF MCNAIR
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAMS.

AUTHOR. EDUCATOR. SPEAKER
The McNair Foundation was created in
o brof

icpaton from s oun e xpanionces Public Flyer/ Poster Announceé
oo of Lecture.



http://www.montana.edu/mcnair
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwhETZShWLg
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/montana_state_university/article_d8e4dfc8-82ff-11e3-9777-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/montana_state_university/article_d8e4dfc8-82ff-11e3-9777-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/montana_state_university/article_d8e4dfc8-82ff-11e3-9777-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/montana_state_university/article_d8e4dfc8-82ff-11e3-9777-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/montana_state_university/article_d8e4dfc8-82ff-11e3-9777-0019bb2963f4.html
http://msuexponent.com/2014/01/23/america-enterprise-inspiring-diversity/
http://msuexponent.com/2014/01/23/america-enterprise-inspiring-diversity/
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2014 McNair Research Launch for new scholars.

Welcome to our newest McNair Scholars! Photo of students during the Annual McNair Scholars Research L:
Conducting Research Workshop conducted on January 7, 2014. Top Left to Right: Maurisa Bell, Isaac Chris
Cody Goodan, Tanner Lineberry, Katie DesLauriers, Leonna Niblock. Bottom Left to Right: Erica McKay (Du
son Martin, Kellie Phillips, Mariah Zuniga, Jenna Lipscomb. New McNair Scholars not pictured, Rachel Just,

Miller, Julie Theis, Sally Weinand, and Amanda Williams.

The primary goal of the McNair Scholars Launch for Conducting Research is to prepare all new McNair
Scholars for their first Summer Research Internship. The workshop covers topics that familiarizes students
on how to efficiently, effectively, and ethically conduct a McNair Summer Research literature review, pro-
posal, research outline and timeline, and budget for their summer research project. Furthermore we discuss
research strategies, general analysis of data and information, utilizing referencing software (i.e. Endnotes),
the art of scientific writing, poster preparation and presentation. An additional theme that is covered at this
workshop is for McNair scholars to understand and appreciate the purpose and importance of institutional
review boards (IRB) and Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) certification, and their role in
ensuring responsible and ethical conduct in research.

At the end of the Fall semester 2013 McNair Scholars presented their research at the Annual MSU McNair
Scholars Research Symposium. All 26 of our McNair Scholars brilliantly and professionally presented their
McNair summer research findings in both oral and poster formBte MSP continues to encourage stu-

dents who might not otherwise have opportunity, preparation or support. McNair Programs across the
country give underrepresented students much needed research exposure, and a plethora of graduate schoo
preparatory material, but also confidence that they can be successful and excel in graduate school.

The titles oKSnhematSkisi o, &l opead Men Do Tell Ta
Clinically I mportant Bacteriad previewed the col
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McNair Scholars Research Symposium. Designed to assist disadvantaged students in pursuance of graduat
school, the MSP provides academic support, funding for research projects and the opportunity to gain expe-
rience in research, equipping them for success I

||

One important preparatory aspect of the program is to provide opportunitie

for participants to share their research at forums and national McNair re- | g
search conferences. 0Youdre not |
saidJames CwickoO whi ch i s a key component |
microbiology major, presented his study of licorice extract on antibiotic |
resistant bacteria. The diversity of projects demonstrates the wide variety ( \ _ {
interests, as students in our MSP range from mechanical engineering to at \ ‘ \ o o e
history majors. ) v ‘ '

McNair Scholars are matched with a faculty
mentor throughout the research period and
their undergraduate tenure at MSWelissa
Emery, a chemistry education major, has been  j3mes cwick with Faculty Mentor

in the program since last March, paired with  pr. Jovanka Voyich

Dr. Charles McLaughlin in the Chemistry De-

partment. Emery presented her reseai
Toward a TEAL Approach to Enhance C

Melissa Emery with Faculty Mentor Dr.
Charles McLaughlin
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symposium. She credited McLaughlin for both his
some, 6 she said, OHed6s a great mentor and heds a
ally, Emery noted she appreciates the program fo
ate school i's something I never would have done
Sydney Jaramillo,an English literature major, studied display ——

. P L m——

elements in museums, and their results in attracting visitors. L
0The Making of -Oarni emlftfeealc tl\/luvsi R

millo collaborated with David Swingle at the Museum of the
Rockies to pursue her research. Jaramillo developed a com- 2/
prehensive outline that detailed successful museum traits, a. ke
how they affect visitors. The fundamental purpose behind |
MSP, preparing students for graduate school, is an aspect J‘

mill o appreciates. o0lt realll who
they can go to graduate sch ol t
with that opportunity so that they can do research, put in on

their curriculum vitae, andai o] SO t e

Sydney Jaramillo with Faculty Mentor Dr. David Swin-
gle along with fellow McNair Scholars

Halley Heintz and Marissa Bell.

Annual McNair Scholars Research Symposium at MSU
Bozeman, December 3, 2013.

We are extremely proud that McNair Scholavjichael Fast Buffalo

Horse, has been selected to present his McNair research projetbc
Language Revitalization in Montana's Native American Communnities,
WDC for the nationally recognized and very prestigidssters on the Hill
event this April. Michael and his mentor Dr. Jioanna Carjuzaa are truly
conducting revolutionary research on native language revitalization. In f
Senator Jon Tester has recently introduce a Native Language Bill recer
to help strengthen Indian culture and education:

http://www.tester.senate.qgov/?p=press release&id=3204

At this Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) event which takes :
place in Washington D. C. on Capitol Hill, students have the opportunityichael Fast Buffalo Horse and his
to present their research on a national stage to members of Congress McNair Mentor Dr. Jioanna Carjuzaa


http://www.tester.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=3204
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and the Senate. This is a wonderful honor for Michael and his mentor (he will be one of 60 presenters se-
lected from over 600 undergraduate student research abstracts).

Selected Poster on the Hill Abstract: Languages are dying at an alarming rate and the languages spoken by
Native American tribes in the United States are especially vulnerable. Of the 300+ languages that were spo
ken on this continent before European contact, o
nous nations were harshly suppressed historically, through restrictive governmental poli-
cies, cultural prejudices, and forced assimilation. These languages are vital to the contin-
ued existence of these peoples, their cultures, and the unique perspectives that they can
offer to the rest of the world. Our research takes a snapshot of some of the efforts tak-
ing place to revitalize these tribal languages. We examine the historical underpinnings of
how these languages came to be endangered and why preserving these languages today is
such a daunting task. Our research also focuses on the role education has and continues
to play in the health of these languages from suppression in federally backed boarding
schools to the rise of new speakers in tribal language immersion schools. Through inter-
views with tribal educators and visits to Montan
the human side of tribal language revitalization and maintenance by describing the suc-
cesses and struggles that people have shared with us. It is our hope that our research
can offer a more complete | ook at Montanads trib
revitalizing and maintaining their languages in the wake of a harsh recent history and in
the face of a rapidly changing future.
Michael Fast Buffalo Horse in traditional American Indian ceremonial clothing
MSUBs annuWdwin2p1B8i n g

Il n July we joined MSUG6Gs Director for the Office
tor, Janelle Rasmussen, and the entire Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI) group for a day of wonderfL
conversation and cultural exchange in Butte, MT. The students, about half of which come from 17 different
North African and Middle Eastern countries, were visiting MSU/Montana as part of a U.S. State Department
program fostering relationships between Middle Eastern and American students. The agenda for the day in-
cluded the opportunity for an underground mine tour at the World Museum of Mining at the Orphan Girl
Mine as well as a visit to the Berkeley Pit and time that evening to listen to music from around the world at
the annual Butte Folk Festival.

The U.SMEPI exchange program brings
college students to the U.S. for six weeks

to learn about the human rights and lead-
ership, among other topics. The students,

along with MSU McNair Scholars, came to
Butte to learn about environmental studies

and labor union history. The World Muse-

um of Mining was a great place to start.

MSU has hosted MEPI students since the
program was initiated in 2002 by President
George W. Bush. Il t ds |
gram has intermixed wi



