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Wyoming ASPIRE - 
https://aspireonline.org/wyoming/

ASPIRE Region - 
https://aspireonline.org/

Council for Opportunity in Education 
http://www.coenet.org/index.shtml

Department of Education  - 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/
ope/trio/index.htmlKate Greenwell

•First Generation, Low
Income, Disabled Student
•EOC, SSS, McNair
participant
•Bachelors in Political
Science

“A great deal of my 
success in college can 
be directly attributed 

to my participation in TRIO programs. These 
programs provided me with guidance, sup-
port, and confidence to succeed. 
College is incredibly difficult to maneuver, but 
you are never alone with TRIO on your side.”
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W H A T  I S  T R I O ? T R I O  P R O G R A M S

TALENT SEARCH:  The goal of Educational Talent 
Search (ETS) is to increase the number of youth, 
6th-12th grade, from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who complete high school and enroll in the PSE 
institution of their choice. Educational Talent 
Search also serves high school dropouts, to age 27, 
by encouraging them to re-enter the educational 
system and complete their education.

Our nation has asserted a commitment to 
providing educational opportunity for all Amer-
icans regardless of race, ethnic background 
or economic circumstance. In support of this 
commitment, Congress established a series of 
programs to help low-income Americans enter 
college, graduate and move on to participate 
more fully in America’s economic and social 
life. These Programs are funded under Title IV 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and are 
referred to as the TRIO Programs (initially just 
three programs). While student financial aid 
programs help students overcome financial 
barriers to higher education, TRIO programs 
help students overcome class, social and cul-
tural barriers to higher education.

C O L L E G E  P A R T I C I P A T I O N
In 2016, the college participation rate among all 
Wyoming 19 year olds, without regard to in-
come, was 45%. Among low-income Wyoming 
students, participation was only 21%.
(The Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education 
(2016). Wyoming Higher Education Opportunity Data Book)

Nationally, first-generation students entered a 
four-year degree program at a rate of 34% and 
65% had graduated or were still enrolled six 
years later. Children from families in which one 
or both parents had a college degree enrolled 
at double the rate (68%) and 83% were enrolled 
or had graduated six years later.

(U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Educational 
Statistics, NCES 2018-421 (2018). First-Generation Students: College 
Access, Persistence, and Postbachelor’s Outcomes. Forrest Cataldi, 
Emily Benneftt, Christopher T., and Chen Xianglei.)

UPWARD BOUND:  Upward Bound (UB) works to 
increase the rates at which participants enroll in and 
graduate from PSE. Classic UB serves high school 
students from low-income families and high school 
students from families in which neither parent holds 
a bachelor’s degree.

UPWARD BOUND MATH AND SCIENCE:  The 
goal of Upward Bound Math-Science (UBMS) is to 
help high school students recognize and develop 
their potential to excel in math and science and to 
encourage them to pursue PSE degrees in math 
and science, and ultimately careers in the math and 
science profession.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY CENTER:  The goal 
of Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) programs 
is to increase the number of adult participants    
en-rolled in higher education, by assisting 
participants to enter or continue a program of 
postsecondary education. EOC counsels 
participants on financial and economic literacy, 
including basic financial planning skills, financial aid 
options, and assist in the application process.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES:  The goal of 
Student Support Services (SSS)/4-year projects 
is to increase college retention and graduation 
rates of participating students. SSS provides 
opportunities for academic development, assists 
students with basic college requirements, and 
serves to motivate students towards the        
successful completion of PSE. SSS may also 
provide grant aid to current participants who are 
receiv-ing federal Pell Grants.

MCNAIR:  The goal of The McNair Scholars 
Program is to promote equity in graduate school 
enrollment by encouraging the completion of 
doctoral degrees by low-income, first generation 
or underrepresented 
minority students. The program facilitates each 
student’s successful application to graduate 
school and better equips them with confidence, 
knowledge and skills for meaningful and rele-
vant contributions to their professional career 
endeavors.
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